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From the
Pastor’s Desk

Dear UCC Family,

Donna and I arrived in California on May 29" and began our ministry here on
Sunday, May 31%. We live on N. East Street next to Sweet Chipotle. Our land-
lord is Patrick Miller who 1s a member at our church. He has been very helpful
in making us feel at home in our new setting.

I have to especially thank Jim Deeken and Jay Bestgen who have done count-
less things to help us become adjusted to the Church and community. Everyone
we have met has welcomed us with kindness and love.

During my first weeks here I have been acquainting myself with the various
programs at the church and its members. I want to publicly thank Allan
Mortenson for taking me to visit all the members who are in Nursing Homes or
homebound. I always let these special people know that we miss them and
remember them in our thoughts and prayers.

During this week Donna and I have been attending VBS each night. It is a joy
to see all of the youth each night and hear them sing and do handcrafts and
various other activities. Our thanks to Ronda Mortenson and all the teachers
who have given their time and talent to make this such a successful ministry to
our youth. They do this because of their love for God and the families of our
church.

A final thought from Father’s Day. During my sermon I reminded everyone that
we are children of God. We are loved and valued by our heavenly Father more
than we realize or fully comprehend. May this great truth give you assurance
and hope for each new day.

God’s best to you,
Rev. Michael J. Matheny, Sr.



Pastoral Search Com

The Pastor Search committee met on June 17" to review
options and current submitted profiles. No new profiles have
been submitted at this time. The committee met with Pastor
Lancaster who provides assistance to churches who are seek-
ing new settled pastors. He made a couple of recommenda-
tions that might be used to increase the profiles submitted for
our consideration. Our next meeting is June 29" to explore
those recommendations and or to make changes to our
church profile that we send to interested candidates.

Please continue to pray for God to send us the person he
knows our church needs. Please pray for the search commit-
tee to continue this process in a thoughtful and discerning
manner. This process is a marathon and not a sprint, so we
need to have patience that the right person is being revealed
to us.

Many Blessings,
Pastor Search Committee



California United Church of Christ
June 8, 2026 — Consistory Meeting Highlights

The June Meeting of the California United Church of Christ was called
to order at 6:05 p.m. by President Jim Deeken. Pastor Matheny opened
the meeting with prayer. A quorum was established with Jim Deeken,
Jay Bestgen, Larry Schoeneberg, Kris Ingram, Tara Meisenheimer and
Pastor Matheny present. Holly Bieri and Anny Roll were absent.

Minutes from the May meeting were approved.

Treasurer, Tara Meisenheimer presented the Treasurer’s Report and the
Stewardship Snapshot Report. The balance brought forward in the
General Fund was $82,800.64. There were $21,739.88 in receipts and
$17,810.13 in disbursements leaving a balance of $86,730.39. No

checks were noted.

Financial Secretary, Larry Schoeneberg presented the Financial
Secretary Report. The total income YTD was $142,649.11 compared to
the same time last year, which was $108,089.24. The total expenses
YTD was $89,279.50 compared to the same time last year, which was
$128,196.17.

Larry Schoeneberg also gave an update on current CD activity. The
UCC Church General Account CD was reinvested with a new maturity
date of 12/17/2026. The Undesignated Bequests CD was reinvested
with a new maturity date of 3/17/2027.



Committee Reports
Building and Grounds/Safe Church — Jay Bestgen/Doug Dampf/Kris
Ingram

Water has been getting in through the gym windows. Kilmer’s
checked and repaired any windows needing repaired.

Kilmer’s will also be checking the basement cellar door for potential
repairs.

The other windows in the church will also be checked for potential
leaks.

Korsmeyer Fire has submitted quotes for a fire alarm control box and
wired sensors throughout the church.

The committee also met with Korsmeyer Fire to discussed the wire-
less system options, hardwire and heat sensors. Committee
requested a bid for sensors and the monitoring fee. Options were
discussed for the sanctuary and a bid was requested for that also.

Jim and Jay met with Tim Crawford to have his drafting company
prepare potential improvement plans for a rain/weather cover at the
back door. The board will wait for his submittal.

There is a new light on the fellowship hall door.

Jackson Bernard submitted a bid to wash all outside windows and

inside gym windows.

Jay and Kris will be attending a Safe Church meeting in Versailles on
June 10, 2026.

Organization Reports
Brotherhood — Larry Schoeneberg
No May meeting was held. June’s meeting will be held at First
Christian Church due to VBS taking place at the same time. Pastor
Matheny will give the program. The annual fish fry will be held
on Thursday June 25, 2026 to conclude VBS.

consistory highlights continued on next page.........



Consistory Highlights continued....

Old Business
Wedding Policy — The updated Wedding Policy draft was
approved.

New Business

Pastor Matheny will be in the office each week Monday through
Thursday.

Wednesday evening meals — The board discussed having a
rotation schedule (i.e., youth group, catering, Sunday School
classes, individuals). The board will get feedback from
potential groups and report back at July board meeting. The
goal is to keep attendance up. The meals will start the
Wednesday after Labor Day.

Sound Booth — with the increasing importance of sound for our
services, the board discussed making the sound booth a paid
position, $50 per Sunday service. Further discussion will be
held in July’s meeting.

Upcoming Communion Dates
July 5, 2026 — 1% Sunday of the Month

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

The Lord’s Prayer
The meeting was concluded with The Lord’s Prayer prayed in
unison.




THE ABC’S OF CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR

Act instead of argue.

Build instead of brag.
Climb instead of criticize.
Dig instead of depreciate.
Encourage instead of envy.
Fight instead of fame.
Give instead of grumble.
Help instead of harm.
Invite instead of ignore
Join instead of jeer.

Kneel instead of kick.
Love instead of lampoon.
Move instead of mold.
Nurture instead of neglect.
Obey instead of object.
Pray instead of pout.
Qualify instead of quit.
Rescue instead of ridicule.
Shout instead of shrink.
Try instead of tremble.

Undergird instead of undermine.
Vindicate instead of vilify.

Witness instead of wilt.
Xterminate instead of excuse.
Yield instead of yell.

Zip instead of zigzag.



Stewardship Snapshot

May 2026 May 2025

General Fund

Balance Brought Forward $ 82,800.64 $ 46,867.75

Receipts + 21,739.88 +17,481.25

Disbursements -17.810.13 - 26.104.62

Balance — May 31 $ 86,730.39 $ 38,244.38
As of May 31, 2026
Building Fund Balance $131,624.40 $113,112.08
Local Benevolence Fund Balance $ 10,897.16 $ 10,267.91
Memorial Fund Balance $ 20,61645 $§ 20,082.00
Schnuck Endowment Fund Balance **$ 36,64097 *$§ 25,175.15
Scholarship Fund Balance $ 17,445.42 $ 17,680.63
Youth Fellowship Fund Balance $ 12,392.15 $ 4,309.73
Total OCWM $ 985.00 $ 935.00
Other Benevolent Offerings $ 9,75520 $§ 7,380.26

Note on 2026 Snapshot regarding Schnuck Endowment

**The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of $36,640.97
includes $166.49 that is part of the original restricted gift and is unable to
be expended. $36,474.48 of the fund balance may be expended.

Note on 2025 Snapshot regarding Schnuck Endowment

*The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of 825,175.15
includes $166.49 that is part of the original restricted gift and is unable to
be expended. $25,008.66 of the fund balance may be expended.

Seek God'’s will in all that you do and
He will direct your path.




Rape Crisis
Special Benevolence—July Services

RAPE & ABUSE CRISIS SERVICE (RACS)

The special benevolent mission project for July is the Rape
and Abuse Crisis Service (RACS). RACS is a non-shelter, social service
agency providing crisis intervention, advocacy, support and
education/prevention services to victims/survivors of sexual assault,
domestic violence and stalking. RACS began its mission in early 1980 by
establishing a 24-hour crisis hotline to offer emotional support and
referral information to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.
Nine central Missouri counties are served by RACS including Cole,
Gasconade, Maries, Miller, Moniteau, Morgan, Osage, Southern Boone
and Southern Callaway. The agency continues to evaluate the services
provided in order to more effectively address victims’ needs. Services
have gradually expanded as needs and funding for this not-for-profit
agency have increased. The services they provide are free of charge to
people who have been victims. They also provide education and
prevention programs to end personal violence in our society. Providing
victims with the opportunity to regain confidence, control and direction in
their lives helps keep this community strong. Please give to the important
mission in the attached envelope.

If you would like additional information, please check out their

website at racsjc.org. Please make checks payable to the United
Church of Christ and note RACS on the memo line

Remaining Summer 2026 Schedule

Lake Area Community Orchestra
Tuesday, July 14 First Christian Church, East Capitol Ave,,
Jefferson City
Tuesday, July 21 Lake Ozark Christian Church, Lake Ozark
Tuesday, July 28 Walk on the Water Faith Church, Osage Beach
All Concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. There is no admission
charge. Free will donations are welcome.




UCC Women’s Guild
Minutes of the June 17, 2026 Meeting

The June meeting of the UCC Women's Guild was celebrated
with 16 members present. Cheryl opened the meeting with a
prayer. Carole led the Bible Study featuring the Ten
Commandments. We focused on the words from the 7th
Commandment. Honor the sacredness of marriage. We
looked at the meaning of adultery in the Hebrew culture and
the implications of infidelity in the effect it has on personal
and community results.

Carla made us think about the definition of success-the
effort of small things every day.

Our benevolence opportunities for June are the California
Ministerial Alliance, The Food Pantry, and Central Missouri
Foster Care & Adoption

Motion was made by Linda and seconded by Brenda to approve
the Secretary minutes. Lexi motioned to accept the financial
report, which was seconded by Carole. Both motions passed.
Committee # 2 is up for the next Celebration of Life dinner.
We have 1605 Best Choice labels. An increase of 460! Thank
you for saving those labels!

Judy reported sending out 25 cards. More cards were signed
for sending out in July. Please don't forget to sign the cards
as the recipients really love maill

A Food Pantry report showed that we gave 74 pounds of
peanut butter and canned goods. Thank you!l



Old Business
The Lake Orchestra Community Orchestra =

was here on June 16™. The Guild provided

cookies and punch for around 100 people after the event.
New Business

We welcomed Donna Matheny to our group. Donna is Rev.

Matheny's wife.

Upcoming events were brought before the group including

America 250/UCC 160 celebrations on July 4™ Sharefest in

October, & Kitchen cleaning in August.

Carla gave an update to the Conference. The Fall Conference

will be held at Springfield in October. Pastor Matheny will

also attend Cluster meetings.

Darles gave an update on the new minister's continuing

search.

Cindy & Cheryl's birthdays were recognized this month.

Lexi gave a closing prayer.

A social tfime was enjoyed by the group.

Hostesses for this month were Lexi and Linda. They

provided a yummy blackberry cobbler w/ ice cream and an

elegant cake with fresh fruit. Thank you, ladies!!

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Burger



UCC Brotherhood Minutes — Monday June 22, 2026

Refreshments — Lashley Rohrbach and Rob Barbour provided pizza,
drinks, and brownies to begin the meeting and Pastor Mike Matheny
prayed a blessing over the meal.

Business Meeting —President Larry Rohrbach called the business
meeting to order at 7:28 PM with 20 members and guests from as far
away as Wisconsin present.

President Larry Rohrbach gave a brief devotion on the ABCs of
Christian living.

Minutes of the April 27, 2026 meeting were read and approved
without correction. Treasurer Tony Barry reported a current balance of
$2123.24 following a $185 collection at the April meeting and a $150
expenditure for bingo prizes at the recent family night. It does not in-
clude the upcoming purchase of 75 pounds of fish for the Vacation
Bible School fish fry on Thursday, June 25.

The Brotherhood Family Night on May 3 was a success, with
around 100 church members and guests present. Food was plentiful and
bingo prizes were huge. A fine time was had by all.

The Brotherhood Fish Fry is planned for Monday, August 24 in lieu
of the regular meeting.

The Brotherhood will again support the Inmate Ministry planned
for September 21-25, 2026. Plans will be made over the next several
months.

Dean Kiesling volunteered to supply the meal for the July meeting.
A volunteer to give the devotion will be determined at a later date. The
possibility of creating an advance schedule for meals and devotions to
improve planning was briefly discussed.

The business meeting was adjourned at 7:48 PM.




Program — Interim Pastor Mike Matheny spoke about his life
experience leading him to California UCC. He lives by Galatians 6:9
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time, we will
reap a benefit if we do not give up”.

He and his wife Donna have been married for 58 years and they
have 2 children, a daughter who lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico and
a son who is attending Medical School in Connecticut.

Pastor was born and spent much of his childhood in Oklahoma
attending Methodist church, but attended high school and college in
Springfield, Missouri.

After school, he moved to Wisconsin where he was the Associate
Pastor at a Congregational church. His pastor there encouraged him to
attend seminary and he attended Northern Baptist Seminary in Chicago.
After seminary, he worked in Congregational churches in Wisconsin
and Emporia, Kansas. He returned to Wisconsin, where he was a pastor
in and around Milwaukee for 30 years, including being pastor of 2
UCC churches simultaneously (one in the city, one in the country).
During this time, he also received his certification in Clinical Pastoral
Education, which allowed him to be the Chaplain of a local children’s
hospital, where his wife worked as a dental assistant.

After nearly 30 years, he semi-retired and served as an interim
pastor in Pensacola, Florida and Cincinnati, Ohio. They most recently
relocated to Albuquerque, New Mexico where his daughter and her
husband reside. His son-in-law is also a pastor, and Pastor Matheny fills
in there when needed.

He felt called to come to California as an interim pastor, and has
been impressed by the warm and friendly reception they have received
from the church and community. Pastor Matheny is an avid golfer,
enjoys attending athletic events, and is a Green Bay Packers fan.

Meeting adjourned at 8:21 PM.
Respectfully Submitted — Dave Gattermeir, Secretary
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June 1, 2026 Sunday School Teachers & Officers Meeting

Austin Chambers called the meeting to order at 6:33PM. The meeting began with
a prayer led by Austin. Those present were Austin Chambers, Ronda Mortenson,
Lauren Lawson, Courtney Cassil, Peggy Liebi, Steven Burger, Dyan Ingram,
Pastor Mike Matheny and Kayla Baker.

Steven made a motion to approve the May 2026 meeting minutes. Ronda
seconded the motion. Motion passed. Lauren motioned to approve the May 2026
Treasurer’s report. Courtney seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Key Dates for 2026
Camp Schedule- Already set

Bible School 2026- June 21-25th — There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board
downstairs for leader training next week 6/8-6/11.

Rally Sunday- August 30th - Ronda’s Sunday School class will sing at opening
that Sunday.

Sunday School Fall party- Set for October 11th at Sweet Water

Veggie Tales- Halloween- Saturday, October 3 1st

Giving Tree- Sunday, November 29th (1st Sunday of Advent)

Christmas Eve Program- Thursday December 24th, 2026- Committee organized
Toys for Tots- December 6th- Bagging day/Location (@ North Pole

Toys for Tots- December 12th- Distribution day/Location (@ North Pole
Cookies and Carols- December 13th or 20th

Old Business:

Discussion was had about the Veggie Tales Carnival. It was a good turnoufgwith
32 in attendance.

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS IN THE MINISTRY OF
TRANSFORMING LIVES!




New Business:

It was discussed that Ronda Mortenson will temporarily oversee the Pre-k and
Kindergarten classes until a permanent replacement is found, with the assistance
of Hadley Milligan and Cadence Reed. The current class curriculum is in good
condition, and only minimal additional materials will need to be ordered.

We discussed the possibility of starting a new Sunday School class for younger
adults beginning this fall when the school year resumes. More to come on that.

Discussion was had regarding Sunday school teachers and officers announcing
church camp registration earlier next year to help ensure families are aware of
deadlines. We will monitor and keep a closer eye out for announcement
schedules and work to improve communication for future camps.

Discussion was had about recognizing and encouraging the Sunday school High
School class before their incoming senior year. Suggestions and ideas for a
special summer activity or event are welcomed.

It was noted that Lauren’s Sunday school class has an abundance of children’s
Bibles available. Ronda will coordinate donating the extra Bibles through the
Love Packages.

Courtney made a motion to adjourn, Dyan seconded, meeting adjourned at 7:17
PM.

Respectfully submitted by Kayla Baker, 3rd Superintendent.




VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

THANK YOU

THANK YOU to the crew leaders, helpers,
VBS students, decorators, all who donated
items, and all who contributed money to
support Vacation Bible School!!! Also,
thanks to the Brotherhood for frying fish. A
Huge Thanks to Ronda Mortenson and Toni
Kueffer for organizing this year’s Bible
School. Also, Thanks to Ronda and Allan for
the countless hours they dedicate to make
Bible School a memorable experience!

$aid to Reat

We extend our Christian sympathy to the Family and Friends of

Diane Jobe who passed away
June 6, 2026

~~

Janet (Kris) Bieri who passed away
June 10, 2026

May God bless those who mourn in these days.




Dear California UCC Congregation,

Thank you for your support, prayers and cards
since Kris had her first stroke. Thanks also for the
schefflera plant that should be a remembrance for years.

We are especially grateful for the visits of Allan
Mortenson and for his pastoral care for Kris and for us.

Michael Bieri, Alan Bieri
Eric and Holly Bieri

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the devotional and for always
supporting us through the years. When I’m

home from college I know I’ll always be
welcome at church. Thank You!
Amelia Motley

Congratulations to:

Cameron Meyer and Jake Wirthwein who were
married June 20, 2026

/




Camp Aurora

Sr. High July 5-11
Jess Medlin

Kalyn Carlock
Brenyn Robertson

Jr. High July 12-17
Meredith Wolford
Easton Motley

Junior July 19-24
Nora Wolford
Max Robertson
Norah Everett
Bruce Miller
Devyn Robertson
Kamryn Robertson

Primary July 26-29
Charley Medlin

Turkey Hill Ranch
Bible Camp

Max Robertson

Open the hearts of each camper as he or
she learns more about how wonderful You
are, Lord. Thank You, Lord, for Your mercy
and grace. Thank You, Lord, for allowing us
to witness the power of Your love as it
changes lives. Help us to remember that
everything we do is done solely to bring You
honor and glory. Amen

Aspen Laster (Charley s friend)

McKenna Chambers
McKenzie Medlin




Glance at the Past
Complied by Becky Holloway from the Tipton Times

Thursday, May 28, 1896
California now has a town clock. It was put up
Monday and 1s in a tower of the new Evangelical
church, which has just been erected there. It strikes

the hours and half hours and all in California are

rejoicing over its acquisition. Probably the one to
rejoice is EB. Lander, the banker for it is reported that
he is so proud of it as to stay awake all night to listen

to its melodious note.

Dear friends at California UCC,

We wish to say thanks to you for again hosting the Lake Area
Community Orchestra in California. You are very welcoming to the
orchestra and the community by providing a great place for us to
perform in the California community. And, special thanks to Norman
Rohrbach for again arranging for the concert and assisting in setting
up for it.

And, many thanks to the Women's Guild for providing the treats
following the concert. This was a great time of fellowship for those
who attended.

Blessings to you.
Gene Moll
Lake Area Community Orchestra




Annual Ice Cream Social

Date: Saturday, August 22
Serving begins at 4:00 until 6:30 p.m.
Located on the Salem church grounds
on HWY K, east of California
"+ Dining inside and outside, pick
| ' your pleasure.
Ice Cream Drinks  Chips
Sandwiches Cake Walk

Each month the Ministerial Alliance has a suggested food item.
There will be a box at the California UCC downstairs foyer to place
your food items each month.

Food Suggestions for the Food Pantry
for the remaining 2026 year

Month Food Item

July Rice

August Mac and Cheese
September Tuna

October Cake Mix
November Peanut Butter
December Crackers

74 lbs of peanut butter & canned goods were donated for May




Summer Music
July

05 LeEtta and Beth Dampf

12 VanDee, Sophie and Bruce Miller
19 Norman Rohrbach Family
26 Community Band

L2

Nursery Attendant
Emma Bestgen
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Children’s Time

05 JoAnn Cantriel
12 Anny Roll

19 Ginnie Medlin

26 Puppets

Acolytes

05 Sophie & Bruce Miller

12 Brynna Hall & Charley Medlin
19 Georjie Peck & Nora Wolford
26 Amelia Howard & Lee Bieri

ot

IMMER,

Layv Readers

05 Carla Clennin
12 Alan Chambers
19 Beth Dampf
26 Ginnie Medlin




Read the Bible on your phone.

Youlersion Bible app. You can N/
download this app for free ;;_\-;\\é \/{’i

the app store

There is an Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meeting at the Annuncia-
tion Catholic Church, 414 Patrick St., on Mondays at 8 p.m.
Contact number: 660-621-2271.

Giving Made Easy
Online giving is available for both Church and

Sunday School!

Follow the E-Giving link on our website:
calmo-ucc.org to give today or set recurring gifts

For your viewing and listening opportunities of the weekly worship
services, there are two ways of being part of the weekly services. You
may request a ¢d or dvd from the church office. Please let Rhonda

know if you are interested in obtaining one of these versions of the
worship service. (796-4885)

I T T



ﬂ Notes & News T

A Time of Hope
8:15 a.m. Sunday

KRLL Radio ~1420 AM

Please continue to
save the Best Choice
label bar codes for
the SHAREFEST

Gathering

MONITEAU CHRISTIAN
MINISTRIES CENTER
Please save your extra plastic shopping
bags to use at the Food Bank.
Drop your bags off at the church. Thanks!

USED TONER & INK CARTRIDGES

Please save all of your used toner and ink cartridges! The
church office collects used toner and ink cartridges in order to
get a $2 In-store credit per cartridge at Staples toward
purchases of office supplies. Please turn in your cartridges to

To Watch California UCC Worship Services Online:

Go to http://www.calmo-ucc.org.
Scroll down and click on the
“Online Services” link.
Or: Go to youtube.com & search
California United Church of Christ.

(The bulletin is also available)
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03 Chris Mouse g F{ ? 7? g
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05 Cody Lutz

06 Kris Ingram

06 Kamryn Robertson
06 Bill Weis

06 Brandy Brockes
07 Seth Everett

08 Carson Kruger

08 Ellie Tuttle

10 Sutton Lawson

12 Casey Murphy

12 Clarice Nelson

12 Isabelle Grace Rohrbach
13 Brittney Medlin

14 Dean Elliott

15 Betty Kueffer

16 Wilma Bryant

17 Ruth Coale

17 Tyler Elliott

18 Michael Bieri

18 Brian Kueffer

18 Cinda Scheidt

18 Jim Rohrbach

21 Renée Clifford

21 Philip Howard

21 Bryce Pruitt

22 Amelia Howard

22 Andrea Lutz

22 Larry Schoeneberg
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23 Kevin Bueker
23 Ross Deecken

27 Rich Brizendine
28 Ruth Brizendine
28 VanDee Miller
30 Layne Brandes
30 Kristy Gatlin

31 Cameron Wirthwein
31 Hadley Milligan
31 Haley Weis

31 Verna Wolfrum
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Elizabeth Ash—July 6, 2003
Patty Bruce—July 30, 1950
Kelly Bueker—July 24, 2022
Allan Burger—July 7, 1996
Josh Davis—July 16, 2006
Martha Decker—IJuly 28, 1941
Lauren Friedrich—July 3, 2005

Az FJulp Baptisms §‘é

Through the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
we have been received into the
family of Jesus Christ
through the

Atley Howard—1July 25, 2010
Toni Kueffer—July 2, 1974
Taylor Porter—July 8, 1995
Myles Ratcliff-July 16, 2023
Cody Schneider—July 20, 2008
Keith Selk—1July 28, 1935
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Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.
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