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September 2025 

The Tidings 



 

Recap & Review 

“And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will  
always be able to remember these things.” (II Peter 1:15) 

 

 School is back in session for most students in the area by now. 
Part of the first couple of weeks is reviewing what you learned 
last year to remind you of those things before you start to learn 
new things. With math, you start by learning to count to ten and 
then a hundred. Then you start adding and subtracting before    
going onto multiplication and division. Then you start doing crazy 
stuff in Middle and High School like Algebra, Trigonometry, and 
Calculus. Back in the day, I was pretty good at Algebra and  Trig-
onometry, but I would need a big refresher course now to be any 
good at those subjects again. 
 

That is why we have Sunday School and Wednesday night Bible 
studies along with sermons on Sundays: to remind us of the   spir-
itual things we need to be successful in this life. I encourage you 
and your family, if you don’t already, to find a Sunday School 
class or Wednesday night Bible study to be part of. I know the   
ladies are working on a Wednesday night class and I’m hoping I 
can find a couple of guys to lead a men’s study as well. These 
studies would take place right after the Wednesday night meal and 
during R.O.K. It will be a great time to grow in your faith and 
have a wonderful time of fellowship. 
 

I’ll be doing a sermon series in September called “Recap &      
Review” about some of our favorite Bible verses and passages to 
remind us of the love and promises of God. If you have a           
favorite verse or passage, you might share it with me, and I’ll 
look at doing a sermon on it.  
 

 



So glad to see the weather cool down a little bit. I always look 
forward to the Fall for football, fishing, and bow hunting. It’s a 
good time to  reconnect with the church on Wednesdays and 
Sundays as well. Have a safe and happy Labor Day weekend. 
 

Serving Christ Together, 
Russ 

 

 



California United Church of Christ 
August 11, 2025 – Consistory Meeting Highlights 

 

The August meeting of the United Church of Christ of California was 

called to order at 6:10pm by Vice-President Jim Deeken. Reverend 
Cobb opened the meeting with a prayer. A quorum was established with 
Jim Deeken, Jay Bestgen, Holly Bieri, Anny Roll, and Larry     
Schoeneberg present. Carole Barbour, Kris Ingram, and Ellen Ash were 

absent. 
 

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Larry Schoeneberg. The balance 
brought forward in the General Fund was $30,281.65. There were 
$18,216.87 in receipts and $22,071.24 in disbursements with a balance 
of $26,427.28. There were no checks to note. 
 

The Financial Secretary’s Report was given by Larry Schoeneberg. It 
was noted that total income for the month of July was down 52.7% 
compared to July 2024. One of the notable changes in income between 
July 2025 and July 2024 was in the church offering. Church offering 
for July 2025 was $14,766 compared to July 2024 offering of $31,903. 
Larry Schoeneberg also gave an update on current CD activity. The 
UCC Church General Account (Umpqua Bank Roseburg, OR) has 
reached maturity and will be reinvested for 6 months. 
 

The Stewardship Snapshot was presented. 
 

Rev. Cobb reported that a check was written from the Local               
Benevolence account to reimburse an anonymous member for fixing 
the garage door of a member in need.  

Committee Reports 

Building and Grounds/Safe Church – Jay Bestgen, Jim Deeken, 
and Kris Ingram 

Lower Entrance Roof Project – Jay expects to have option 2 from 
Septagon for the September meeting.  

Stain Glass Window Project – Brady’s Window and Glass has been 
working to fix the stain glass windows in need of repair as their 
schedule allows. This continues to be an ongoing project.  

 

  
 

 



Revamping Fellowship Hall – The project has begun with the    
painting already complete and carpeting the walls well underway. 
This project should be completed by August 15th.  

Deep Cleaning – Mint Professional Cleaning will begin a 2-phase 
deep cleaning project on August 28th. Mint Cleaning will strip and 
wax tile flooring, deep clean windows, vents, bathrooms, rubber 
stairs, and the four Sunday School Classrooms that sustained   
water damage last winter.  

Old Business 

Sound booth – No new volunteers have come forward, but the group 
seems to be working well with the new schedule. 

Nursery Attendant – Anny Roll’s daughter is interested in the       
position and will pick up an application as soon as possible.   

New Business 

Membership List – Consistory members reviewed the current    
membership list.  

Middle School Youth Group - Connie Bestgen and Tammy Kilmer 
approached the Consistory about starting a youth group for the 
middle school youth children. They plan to have a parent meeting 
soon and would like to start the Middle School Youth Group off 
with a swimming party at the California Public Pool. Consistory 
members recommended that parent permission be given before 
any off campus events take place. Consistory members also 
agreed that it is a great idea to include the middle schoolers in 
their own youth activities and gave their blessing to Connie and 
Tammy. 

Upcoming Communion Date 

September 7th  – 1st Sunday of the month  

Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:18pm.  
The Lord’s Prayer 

The meeting was concluded with The Lord’s Prayer prayed in  
unison.  



Stewardship Snapshot   
 

                July 2025                  July 2024 

General Fund  

   Balance Brought Forward              $ 30,281.65   $ 37,071.99        
   Receipts          +    18,216.87        + $ 86,061.59         
   Disbursements          - $  22,071.24           - $ 72,103.78              
   Balance – July 31            $   26,427.28              $ 51,029.80         
  

As of July 31, 2025 

Building Fund Balance                     $120,670.15         $  57,360.50    
Local Benevolence Fund Balance             $ 10,267.91    $ 11,767.52      
Memorial Fund Balance                     $ 20,683.78               $ 16,916.18 

Schnuck Endowment Fund Balance     **$ 26,350.44          * $110,701.75 

Scholarship Fund Balance                 $  14,710.63              $ 11,662.39  

Youth Fellowship Fund Balance     $     8,082.48             $    3,205.70 

      
Total OCWM Received                  $  1,370.00               $    1,726.76 

Other Benevolent Offerings     $  8,997.59      $  12,141.14  
 

Note on 2025 Snapshot regarding Schnuck Endowment 
**The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of $26,350.44         

includes $166.49 that is part of the original restricted gift and is unable to 
be expended.    $26,183.95 of the fund balance may be expended. 



Special Benevolence— September 

 

Church World Service Blanket Fund 

 The special benevolence offering for September is the 
Church World Service Blanket Program. For over 75 years, 
Church World Service has been helping people of faith bring 
God’s hope and healing to people in the U.S. and around the 
world. When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response 
can make all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blanket       
program was created—to give a kind, loving and tangible          
response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them that 
they are not alone. Through the generosity of CWS partner       
organizations, congregations and individual supporters, our most     
vulnerable neighbors around the world can feel safe and keep 
warm with fresh linens and clean sleeping quarters. When our 
neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single blanket goes a long 
way. 

 Thank you for your support!  Please make checks payable to:    
United Church of Christ  (note CWS on the memo).  

  
 



 

 Please join the Women’s Guild in supporting the 
 

Festival of Sharing 
 
 

The Women’s Guild invites you to put together 
one of the kits that are most needed in Missouri. 
Please deliver your kit to the church no later than 

October 1, 2025.  Monetary gifts are also        
appreciated. Please indicate on check or            

envelope that your donation is for Festival of 
Sharing. All will be delivered to the  

Sharefest Location on 

 October 18, 2025. 
 

We thank you for prayerfully considering to 

help our group! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

August 5, 2025  Sunday School Teachers & Officers   
 

Cressida called the meeting to order at 6:33PM.  Those present were 
Cressida Gattermeir, David Gattermeir, Peggy Liebi, Steven Burger, 
Ronda Mortenson, and Kendra Hall. 
 

 Kendra motioned to approve the July 2025 minutes, David seconded, 
motion approved. 
Ronda motioned for the approval of the July 2025 Treasurer’s report, 
Steven seconded, motioned approved. 
 

 Old Business: 
 

 Cressida gave update on Christmas program “Christmas Letters.” Ellen 
has received music for program and children will begin learning songs 
during God’s Singers practice.  
 

 VBS Meeting – Carole Barbour is looking over the materials for 3   
different options for next year’s VBS. The dates will be June 22nd – 
June 25th.  
 

 A request was made for an additional $500 for the VBS budget in     
addition to the current $3,000 VBS budget. This will bring the 2026 
VBS budget to $3,500. Steven motioned for approval, Kendra          se-
conded, and the motion was carried.  
 

 Discussion was had on doing an Amazon wish list in 2026 to help pay 
for other supplies for VBS to help offset costs. Other ideas were       
discussed for 2026, included putting yard signs up in years throughout 
town to help spread the word and continue to increase the enrollment.  
 

 Cressida provided updates on Rally Sunday and provided                
promotion/recognition cards to teachers who were present.  
 

  



New Business: 
 

Ronda Mortenson has agreed to help organize VBS for 2026.     
Lauren Mouse has agreed to continue to help with Pre-K for 2026. 
 

Kendra gave an update for this school year’s Wednesday ROK. 
Brittany Medlin and Amy Howard will be helping with ROK this 
year for grades 1st – 7th. Kendra requested a budget of $400 for 
crafts this year. Ronda motioned for approval of the $400 budget 
and Steven seconded, motioned carried.  
 

It was requested to move the October Teachers and Officers      
meeting to Sunday, October 5th at 5:30pm and those present agreed 
to change the date and time.  
 

  
 Meeting was adjourned at 7:24 pm.   
 

 Next meeting will be Tuesday, September 2nd. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Austin Chambers, 2nd Superintendent 
 

 

 



UCC Brotherhood Minutes – Monday August 25, 2025 

The Men’s Brotherhood held their annual fish fry with more than 70 
members and guests present, including guests from Central Church 
in Jefferson City and speakers from previous Brotherhood meetings. 
 

Program – Craig Hall spoke about his experiences in the United 
States Air Force and his involvement with the Combat Veterans 

Motorcycle Association. 
 

Craig grew up in California and is a long-time member of UCC Cal-
ifornia, where his family still attends. He was inspired to join the 
military by the events of September 11, 2001 and began service in 
the Air Force when he graduated from high school in 2002. His     
service included tours of duty in Iraq in 2005 and Afghanistan in 
2006, where he was a First Sergeant covering units at 4 bases across 
Afghanistan. From 2012 to 2015, he served as crew member for the 
Air Force Thunderbirds.  
 

After retirement from the Air Force, he became involved with the 
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, which is dedicated to the 
support of combat veterans from all branches. He became            
commander of his chapter (Camdenton) in 2022. His chapter has 
raised more than $50,000 to support veteran’s causes and was         
instrumental in the repatriation of veteran’s remains from overseas. 
 

Respectfully Submitted – Dave Gattermeir, Secretary 



Missouri Mid-South Conference and Western Association Update 

General Synod 2025 concluded in Kansas City, MO, with several Res-
olutions passed.  To view all information from General Synod, go to 
https://generalsynod.org. 
 

Rev. Mary Nelson, Transitional Conference Minister, is excited to 
launch KPVF-FM, a progressive faith radio station based in the St. 
Louis area and streaming nationwide. This station will not launch  
until late 2026.  More information available at 
https://generalsynod.org/news-listings/progressive-faith-on-the-

airwaves-missouri-mid-south-conference-launches-radio-station. 
 

Western Association Fall meeting is on Saturday, September 20, at   
Bethel UCC in Kansas City. Rev. Dr. Jill Baker will be the guest speak-
er.  This will be my last duty as Central Cluster Representative, as 
my 4-year term will expire.  I am pleased to announce that Susan 
Burger will be our new Central Cluster Representative.   
 

Respectfully submitted,   
Carla Clennin, Western Association Rep. Central Cluster 

Missouri Mid-South Conference delegate 







Walk 

Friday, September 19 

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

 

All are welcome to join this out-
door event to create colorful, chalk creations on the 
sidewalk in front of our Church property. Share mes-
sages or pictures of inspiration and beauty with visi-
tors who’ll attend the Ham & Turkey Festival.  
 

You’re welcome to bring your personal chalk. Some 
chalk will be provided.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

Ham & Tur-
key Festival 
Pa- rade 

Saturday, September 20 

Join the fun to ride or walk in the parade - greeting and 
tossing candy to the community! Please watch updates on 
Facebook or via text for time and location to meet.  
 
  



VeggieTales  
 Saturday, September 13th 

9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
United Church of Christ 

Come Join Us in the Fellowship Hall for 
VeggieTales Movie Presentation  

Princess & the PopStar 

 

Please Pre-Register below so that we are sure to have enough snacks, 
and goodie bags for each child in attendance.   

 

You may return the form to UCC Church office, or contact Ronda 
Mortenson by email rkmort60@gmail.com or call 573-694-3933 

 

Childs Name Attending: ________________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact Name & Number: ______________________ 

about:blank


2025  

September 3rd R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
September 10th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
September 17th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
September 24th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
September 28th God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

October 1st R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
October 8th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
October 15th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
October 22nd R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
October 26th God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

October 29th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
November 5th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
November 12th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
November 19th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
November 23rd God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

November 26th-Thanksgiving Break No R.O.K. - No God's Singers  
December 3rd R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
December 10th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
December 14th God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

December 17th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
  

R.O.K. (Reaching Our Kids) & God’s Singers 
Schedule 

1st-7th grade we invite you to join us as we learn about God, 

make a craft or do an activity, and sing praises to God.  

Kendra Hall, Amy Howard, Brittney Medlin, Connie Bestgen,  

and Ellen Ash look forward to seeing YOU!  

If you have not participated in the past, give R.O.K. and God’s 
Singers a try. You will be surprised how much fun you have!    

Bring a friend!    All are welcome! 



2025  

  

January 7th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
January 14th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
January 21st R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
January 25th God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

January 28th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
February 4th R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
February 11th  R.O.K. & God's Singers 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 
February 18th-Ash Wednesday No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:20 p.m. 
February 22nd God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

February 25th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:20 p.m. 

March 4th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:20 p.m. 
March 11th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:20 p.m. 
March 18th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:20 p.m. 
March 25th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:20 p.m. 
March 29th-Palm Sunday God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

April 1st No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:30 p.m. 
April 8th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:30 p.m. 
April 15th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:30 p.m. 
April 22nd No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:30 p.m. 
April 26th God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 

April 29th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:30 p.m. 
May 6th No R.O.K. - God's Singers Practice 6:30 p.m. 
May 10th- Mother's Day God's Singers Performs during 10:30 a.m. Worship 



Middle School Youth 

Grades 5-8 

Middle School Youth Fellowship will have it’s First 
meeting on Sunday, September 14, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. 
Parents watch your emails for details. 
 

The October meeting has been tentatively set for  
Sunday, October 26, 2025. 
 

If you have questions, contact Tammy Kilmer  
(573-291-3252) or Connie Bestgen  (573-619-0871).   
 

We look forward to working with these kids! 



Each month the Ministerial Alliance has a suggested 
food item. There is a box at the California UCC 
downstairs foyer to place your food items each 
month. 
 

Food Suggestions for the Food Pantry for the         
remaining 2025 year 

 

 

Month                                        Food Item 

September                                  Cereal 
October                                      Cake Mix 

November                                  Peanut Butter 
December                                   Crackers                                   
 

 

 



Communion 

September 7th 

Come join us as we ob-
serve the Sacrament of Holy Com-

munion at 
10:30 worship service 

A special thank you to everyone who participated 

in providing Special Music during the summer 

months.     We appreciate you! 

~  The Worship Committee 

Wednesday Evening Activities   
Begin September 3, 2025 

    

   6:00 p.m.—Fellowship Meal 
   6:30 p.m.—Confirmation, Bell Choir                                           
                       R.O.K. & God’s Singers  
   7:30 p.m.—Sr. Choir   



Acolytes  
07 Lee Bieri & Charley Medlin 

14 Camden & Sutton Lawson 

21 Max Robertson & Amelia Howard 

28 Grayden & Rynley Gatlin 

 

Lay Readers             
 

07 Brad Friedrich  
14 Allan Mortenson 

21 Kris Ingram 

28 Carla Clennin 

 

Nursery Attendant 
 

Volunteers 

 

 

September Choir Schedule 

07 Senior Choir 
14 Senior Choir 
21 Bells 

28 God’s Singers 

October Choir Schedule 

05 Senior Choir 
12 Senior Choir 
19 Bells 

26 God’s Singers 

 Children’s Time 

07 Holly Bieri 
14 JoAnn Cantriel 
21 Ginnie Medlin 

28 Puppets 



Read the Bible on your phone.                                                 
YouVersion Bible app. You can                             
download this app for free. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

To get access to Right Now Media for you and your family 
use the link or text to the number listed below. 

 

Custom Registration Link - https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/
Invite/CALUCC 

 

Text Registration Code –  UCOC to 49775 

There is an  Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meeting at the                                   
Annunciation Catholic Church, 414 Patrick St.,  on Mondays at  8 

p.m.  Contact number:   660-621-2271. 

For your viewing and listening opportunities of the weekly worship 
services, there are two ways of being part of the weekly services.  You 
may request a cd or dvd from the church office.  Please let Rhonda 
know if you are interested in obtaining one of these versions of the 
worship service.  (796-4885) 

Giving Made Easy  
Online giving is available for both Church and 

Sunday School! 
 

Follow the E-Giving link on our website:                                   
calmo-ucc.org to give today or set recurring gifts 



Notes  & News 

A Time of Hope 

8:15 a.m.  Sunday 

KRLL Radio ~1420 AM 

www.calmo-ucc.org 

 Please continue to 

save the Best Choice  

label bar codes for              

the SHAREFEST               

Gathering  

MONITEAU CHRISTIAN                
  MINISTRIES CENTER 

Please save your extra plastic shopping 
bags to use at the  Food Bank.                           

Drop your bags off  at the church.  Thanks!  

To Watch California UCC Worship Services Online: 
 

Go to http://www.calmo-ucc.org.  
Scroll down and click on the  

“Online Services” link.    (The bulletin is also available) 
Or:   Go to youtube.com & search  

  USED TONER & INK  CARTRIDGES                                
Please save all of your used toner and ink cartridges! The 
church office collects used toner and ink cartridges in order to 
get a $2 In-store credit per cartridge at Staples toward                         
purchases of office  supplies. Please turn in your cartridges to 
the church office. Thanks! 



 

September Birthdays 

 

01 Keil Mouse 

02 Travis Koestner 
04 Laura Burger 
04 Christine Kueffer 
06 Peyton Peters 
07 Philip Burger 
07 Virginia Kirchhoff 
10 Amanda Trimble 

12 Rhonda Elliott 
12 Adler Koestner 
12 Carmen Ferris 
12 Derek Schoeneberg 

13 Jasmine Ash 

15 Caleb Weis 
16 Carl Meisenheimer 
16 Holly Bieri 
17 Ted Bueker 
18 Gage Bolinger 
18 Jess Medlin 

19 Lisa Motley 

20 Sophie Schoenberg 

20 Lisa Milligan 

20 Dawn Coale 

21 Maci Kueffer 

22 Colin Kruger 
22 B.J. Kruger 
22 Collin Mouse 

22 Tara Meisenheimer 
23 Dylan Ash 

23 Ella Burger 
23 Emily Burger 
23 Kolly Opie 

24 Chris Clifford 

24 Craig Hall 
25 Ellen Ash 

25 Kitts Gillilan 

26 Elliott Baker 
26 McKenna Chambers 

26 Baylor Coale 

27 Quinten Wilson 

28 Ginnie Medlin 

30 William Kissick 

30 AnJanette Volkart 



September Baptisms 

Through the grace  of  our  
Lord  Jesus Christ,   

we have been received into the  
 family of Jesus Christ 

 through the  
sacrament of  Baptism. 

The Tidings 
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST OF CALIFORNIA 

101 N. Oak Street,  California, MO  65018 
(573)796-4885 Church Office    (573)796-3804 Pastor’s Study 

 Rev. Russell Cobb, Pastor    rev.cobb@calmo-ucc.org 
 

Rhonda Elliott, Office Manager     rhonda@calmo-ucc.org         
      Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  & 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. M-Th 

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

         WEBSITE: calmo-ucc.org   
   

Sunday:    Sunday School  9:30 a.m.    Worship Service  10:30 a.m. 

Carole Barbour—Sept. 3, 1944 
Holly Bieri—September, 1985 
Griffin Bolinger—Sept. 9, 2001 
Brandy Brockes-Sept. 11, 2022 
Conner Brockes-Sept. 11, 2022 
Christopher Cassil—Sept. 2, 2001 
Ross Deeken—Sept. 15, 2002 
Kimberly Hanauer—Sept. 23, 2018 
Charley Medlin-Sept. 24, 2017 
Jess Medlin-Sept. 24, 2017 
Ava Motley-Sept. 8, 2021 
Travis Koestner—Sept., 1972 
Weston Peters—Sept. 5, 2004 
Alison Peters—Sept., 1983 
Caitlin Deeken Phoenix- Sept. 3, 1989 
Ryan Vernon—Sept.18, 1994 
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