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Daniel’s Visions of the Future 
“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake; 
some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting     

contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of 
the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like 

the stars for ever and ever.” (Daniel 12:2-3) 
 
We will finish up the intriguing book of Daniel in the month of 
June. The first half of the book contains very familiar stories 
while the last half contain all the visions that Daniel had about 
the future and the end of times. Daniel is called the book of 
Revelation of the Old Testament. The last chapter of Daniel 
sounds a lot like chapter 20 of the book of Revelation and they 
were written hundreds of years apart. Daniel shows that the  
Bible is consistent from beginning until end. The Bible can be 
trusted and it is our guidebook for life and for eternity. 
 
The verses above are consistent with Jesus’ words that eternity 
exists and that how you live your life for God or without God 
affects your eternal status. Without God, you will live eternally 
far away from God’s presence in shame and torture. Those who 
live for God are called wise and they will shine like the stars in 
the universe because they led people to righteousness and to 
God’s presence. Are you living a life of righteousness and    
wisdom, following God’s commands and believing in Jesus? 
Jesus tells us the greatest commands are to love God first and 
love others second. Start out simply each day thanking God 
and telling him you love him. Then spend your days showing 
love to your family, your friends, and those you meet. Jesus 
called that letting our light shine. 
 
 



  
One way we can lead others to righteousness and letting our 
light shine is helping at VBS or in Sunday School. Ronda 
Mortenson still needs a few helpers to complete her staff for 
VBS. I have challenged Ronda that if they can get 100 kids    
registered for VBS, they can do something special to me. They 
are coming up with a list of possible funs thing to do to me if 
they can reach 100 kids at VBS. Wouldn’t that be awesome! 
We’ll announce in a couple of weeks what we have agreed to. 
VBS is June 22-26 and you can register at the church website. 
Right now we have 40 kids registered. 
 
Betty and I will be gone the week of June 9-13 on vacation. We 
will celebrate Father’s Day on June 15th. We hope to have some 
of our high school youth do devotions in honor of their dads that 
Sunday. We continue to pray for our members going through 
different treatments and our members who are in care facilities. 
Another way to let our lights shine is to go visit or write those 
members and let them know you are praying for them. 
 
Have a great month of June. See you at VBS. 
 
Serving Christ Together, 
Russ 
 
 
 
 



California United Church of Christ 
May 12, 2025 – Consistory Meeting Highlights 

 

 The May meeting of the United Church of Christ of California was 
called to order at 6:01pm by President Carole Barbour. Reverend Cobb 
opened the meeting with a prayer. A quorum was established with 
Carole Barbour, Jay Bestgen, Holly Bieri, Jim Deeken, Ellen Ash, Larry 
Schoeneberg, and Kris Ingram present. Anny Roll was absent. 
 
Minutes of the April Meeting were approved along with the Treasurer’s 
Report given by Ellen Ash and the Financial Secretary’s Report and 
Stewardship Snapshot given by Larry Schoeneberg. In the check detail 
one check was noted: Check #1039 to Dyan Ingram in the amount of 
$331.96 (from the Youth Fellowship Fund) for reimbursement of       
expenses from the Women’s Conference. In the Carmen Schnuck      
Endowment account a $100,000 CD with Ally Bank matured on March 
20, 2025 and was reinvested in Bankwell Bank for 12 months at a rate 
of 4.15%. 
 
Correspondence included a thank you note from Ava Motley and a letter 
of resignation from Letha Peck in her role as cook for the Wednesday 
Evening Meals.  
 
Committee Reports 
Building and Grounds/Safe Church – Jay Bestgen, Jim Deeken, and 
Kris Ingram 
An analysis bid for the Lower Entrance Roof Project was received from 
Septagon in the amount of approximately $175,000. Jay Bestgen and 
Jim Deeken will schedule another meeting with Septagon to get a break 
down of the analysis bid. Brady’s Glass has started work on the Stain 
Glass Window Restoration Project. Rob Barbour volunteered to re-paint 
the stripes in the parking lot. The church will provide the materials 
needed for the project. 
 
Youth Group – Kris Ingram 
Starting May 28th and going through the summer the Youth Group will 
have weekly Bible Study get togethers at the Ingram’s home.  
 



Old Business 
The Personnel Policy was modified and updated.  
 
Easter Breakfast – A total of $391.07 (approximately $2.44 per          
person) was spent this year. Many donations were received including 
eggs, ham, plates, napkins, and table coverings.  
 
New Business 
Sound Booth – a couple of additional volunteers have come forward to 
assist with the sound booth. A rotational schedule will be implemented 
soon.  
 
Mother’s Day Cookies – The reimbursement of $216 for the Mother's 
Day Cookies was approved.  
 
Graduation Gifts – Consisted of a devotional book, a leather book-
mark, and a leather cover journal.  
 
Scholarship Application Revisions – Jim Deeken presented the      
Consistory with a revised Application for the Edward Kaiser and   
United Church of Christ Scholarship along with a brief history of the 
scholarship. After learning the history of the scholarship discussion 
was had about updating the name of the scholarship to include the 
Sperber and Albertin families.  
 
Wednesday Evening Meal Cook- A retirement gift for Letha Peck of 
$100 was approved. The Consistory will begin the search for a new 
Wednesday Evening Meal Cook.  
 
Upcoming Communion Date 
June 1 – 1st Sunday of the month 
June 8 – Pentecost 
July 6 – 1st Sunday of the month  
Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38pm.  
The Lord’s Prayer 
The meeting was concluded with The Lord’s Prayer prayed in unison.  
 
 



                                                                                       

Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 2025 
Communion  

 
Pentecost Sunday is a significant day in Christianity that        
commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles 
and other followers of Jesus after his ascension. It's often         
referred to as the "birthday of the Church" as it marks the        
beginning of the public proclamation of the Christian gospel and 
the establishment of the Church community. 
 
On Pentecost Sunday, people often wear red as a symbolic      
representation of the Holy Spirit's transformative power and the 
"fire" of God's love. Red is also used to signify the "tongues of 
fire" that appeared above the apostles on the first Pentecost.  
 
The Bible verse commonly associated with Pentecost is Acts    
2:1-4. This passage in the book of Acts describes the day the  
Holy Spirit was given to the apostles, who then began to speak in 
other languages.  



STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT 
 

                                                              April 2025             April  2024 
General Fund  
    Balance Brought Forward        $  52,336.78     $   42,646.51     
    Receipts        +  24,236.33         +   24,164.08      
    Disbursements        -   29,705.36     -   26,272.67 
    Balance – April 30, 2025                 $  46,867.75        $   40,537.92      
 
As of April 30, 2025 
Building Fund Balance           $111,750.92         $  62,831.79 
Local Benevolence Fund Balance       $ 10,267.91              $  11,767.52 

Memorial Fund Balance                      $ 18,966.41         $        10,758.77      

Schnuck Endowment Fund Balance  *$ 19,409.89         **$  35,973.54 
Scholarship Fund Balance                   $ 17,665.63           $  12,617.39 
Youth Fellowship Balance        $   4,009.73          $   3,205.70 
 
    
Total OCWM Received          $     800.00       $     830.00      

 Other Benevolent Offerings                 $  6,547.92               $  10,326.48       

Note on 2024 Snapshot regarding Schnuck Endowment 
**The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of $35,973.54         

includes $166.49 that is part of the original restricted gift and is unable to 
be expended.    $35,807.05 of the fund balance may be expended. 

Note on 2025 Snapshot regarding Schnuck Endowment 
*The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of $19,409.89 in-
cludes $166.49 that is part of the original restricted gift unable to be ex-
pended.    $19,243.40 of the fund balance may be expended. 



UCC Women’s Guild 
Minutes of the May 21, 2025 Meeting 

 

Fifteen members celebrated together during the May meeting of 
the UCC Women’s Guild. Lexi opened the meeting with a    
prayer. Brenda gave the results of a survey of “The Top 10    
Reasons For Not Missing Church”. The # 1 reason was that “we 
might miss something special that God has for us in our lives”!  
 
Cheryl led a discussion on Ruth. This part of the story is found 
in the Book of Ruth, Chapter 3 & 4. This is a love story between 
Ruth and Boaz. Taking part in the reading of the scripture was: 
Barb, Mary Ann, Cindy, Laura, Phyllis, and Judy. Read the story 
for yourself!!! Thank you Cheryl for your insight of the story!!!  
 
Our benevolence opportunities for May are: Rape and Abuse 
Crisis Center, California Nutrition Center, and Healing House.  
 
Motion was made by Brenda, and seconded by Linda to approve 
the Secretary minutes. Clarice motioned to accept the financial 
report, which was seconded by Phyllis. Both motions passed.  
 
Committee # 1 is up for the next Celebration of Life dinner.  
 
Mary reported that we have 5,950 Best Choice Labels collected 
so far. That increased the total by 205. Keep saving those        
labels!!! 
 
Judy reported sending out 28 cards. More cards were signed for 
sending out in June. Recipients really love seeing your name on 
the card!!! 
 
Old Business 
There was no old business to discuss. 
 



New Business  
The 3MT Meal will be researched to determine if we need to 
participate this year. It depends on where the group will be 
working. 
 
Carla gave an update on the Spring meeting of the Conference. 
45 people attended at Blue Springs. There was tornado damage 
to 2 churches of our UCC conference. First Congregational of 
St. Louis, and Pilgrim UCC which houses the Soup Kitchen. It 
will take at least a year to clean and repair the Pilgrim church. 
They are setting up a Disaster Relief Fund. Fall Conference will 
be on September 20th. They are looking for volunteers for the 
General Synod. They are working on a Western Association 
Logo. 
 
Phyllis celebrated her birthday this month.  
 
Clarice shared the library update with more donations of books 
from Dwight. Thank you Dwight! Our Library is blessed to 
have them!!! 
 
Joys were expressed by Linda and Judy, who had grandsons 
graduating from college. 
 
Lexi closed the meeting with prayer. Carla and Linda provided 
yummy finger sandwiches, fresh fruit, and a decadent         
strawberry dessert. Thank you ladies!!!  
 
Respectfully submitted, Judy Burger, Secretary  
 
 

 
 
 



Laid to Rest 
We extend our Christian sympathy to the Family and 

Friends of 
 

 

         Emmette E. Hall who passed away  
     April 25, 2025 

~ 
May God bless those who mourn in these days.  

 Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you so much for the 
cards, gifts, kind words, and 
most of all support given to me during confirma-
tion. I appreciate each one of you and our church. 
As soon as my cast is off and I am able to, I plan to 
write each of you a    personal note of thanks. 
                                            In Christ & Love, 
                                                  Ava Motley 

THE LAKE AREA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA COMES TO 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, CALIFORNIA 

 
The Lake Area Community Orchestra will present a 

Summer Concert at California United Church of Christ  
On Tuesday, June 17th. 

The performance will begin at 7 pm. Admission is FREE.  



Special Benevolence—June   

Cargill Cares Food Pantry 
  The special offering for Benevolence for June is the 
Cargill Cares Food Pantry. The Cargill Cares Food Pantry 
began operating at the Moniteau Christian Ministries Center 
located at 303 Latham Road in April 2014.  It is open from  
3-5 pm on the first, second, and third Thursday & Friday of 
each month and from 9-11 am on the third Saturday.  Food 
items distributed are received from the Central Missouri 
Food Bank, purchased food products, local donations, food 
drives, & other supporting entities.  If anyone is needing 
food, please come to the food bank on distribution days.  
The Cargill Cares Food Pantry serves an average of 215 
families each month. 
Please make your checks payable to  United Church of 
Christ and note Cargill Cares Food Pantry on the memo 
line.  Thank you for your support! 
 

 Thank You! 
I’m so grateful for this scholarship. Your 

generosity motivates me to make a            
difference in the world. 

Yours truly, 
Brooks Volkart 







                 Sunday School Teachers & Officers Meeting 
                                           May 5, 2025 
 
Cressida called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM and opened with a 
prayer.  Those present were Cressida Gattermeir, Austin Chambers, 
Peggy Liebi, Steven Burger, Carole Barbour, Courtney Cassil, and    
Dyan Ingram. 
 
Steven motioned for the April 2025 meeting minutes to be approved as 
amended Dyan seconded, motion approved. 
 
Carole motioned for the approval of the Treasurer’s report, Steven     
seconded, motioned approved. 
 
Appreciation cards were distributed to attendees by the Nutrition Center 
and Halo House. 
 
VBS Update: 
Dyan provided updates on the VBS work that was performed on      
Sunday, May 4th after church to help Ronda get designs and materials 
put together. It took around 4-5 hours and there were 6 high school kids 
who stayed and helped. 
 
Christmas Eve Program Update: 
Cressida provided updates on the Christmas program. Total program 
costs for “Christmas Letters” will be less than $200. Steven moved to 
approve the $200 amount, and Courtney seconded. The motion carried. 
 
Church camp update: 
As of the date of the meeting, four children had signed up for church 
camp. Sunday school will continue to pay half the registration for both 
the UCC youth member and a friend. Carole has begun making          
announcement during Sunday school and church service. 
 
 



SUNDAY SCHOOL IS IN  THE MINISTRY OF TRANSFORMING LIVES!  

High School Youth Update: 
Dyan reported that 19 high school students attended the lock-in. This 
summer, Dyan and Kris will host Bible studies at their home for high 
school youth. On Saturday, May 10th, the high school youth will   
volunteer at the Nutrition center and work the concession stand at a 
baseball game. 
 
Fall Party Update: 
Discussed use of bounce houses, having Brandon Embry play music. 
Hamburgers and hot dogs to be served at event. Others gave ideas on 
what has been done in the past. Date will be set by June’s meeting. 
 
Old Business: 
Those present discussed the youth Palm Sunday participation and 
agreed that it went as planned. 
 
Other Business: 
Steven discussed the need for a surround sound microphone for the 
gymnasium. Steven will check the pricing for a new microphone. 
 
A discussion was had on have more contemporary music to be played 
during Sunday school openings. 
 
Steven moved to adjourn the meeting, Courtney seconded. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:33.   
Next meeting will be Monday, June 2,  2025, at 6:30 PM 
Respectfully submitted, Austin Chambers, 2nd Superintendent 



Sunday, June 15th  

Please save your Best Choice UPC labels!   There is a box on 
the window sill in the downstairs foyer to place them in.   
Your support to the Food Pantry is greatly appreciated. 

Food Pantry Items Needed 
Each month the Food Pantry is requesting a 
different food item.   For the month of June, 
Canned Vegetables is the food item         
requested.  There is a box in the downstairs 
foyer at the California UCC to place your 
food items. 





Library 
There are several items from the Library 
that are being purged.   Old cds, cassette 
tapes, and other materials.  If you are interested in 
reviewing them or would like to take some, feel free 
to do so.  Anything left after June 30th, will no longer 
be available. 

      
 Camp Aurora 

           Summer 2025 Dates 
      Senior High Camp    July 6 - 12 

       Junior High Camp    July 13 - 18 
      Junior Camp              July 20 - 25 
      Primary Camp          July 27 - 30 

 
Register online at www.campaurora.org 

    Sound Booth 
The Consistory would like to thank the current volunteers 
Ronnie Kissick, Andy Burger, Kaiden and Kole Ingram, 
and Carla Clennin for their service to our Audio and 
Visual needs. The service they offer ensure those present 
at church can hear clearly and those online have access 
to the service and sound.  In order to best serve our 
church family, we would like to ask for 1-2 more            
volunteers to allow a rotation and have people available 
for special services.  Please reach out to any Consistory 
member to get the details on how you can help out! 



Acolytes  
01 Lena & Lee Bieri 
08 Camden & Sutton Lawson 
15 Max Robertson & Charley Medlin 
22 Sophie & Bruce Miller 
29 Grayden & Rynley Gatlin 

 

Lay Readers             
01 Brad Friedrich 
08 Allan Mortenson 
15 Toni Kueffer 
22 Susan Burger 
29 Mary Burger 

Nursery Attendant 
 
     Kya Peck 
 
 

Summer Music  
 
 
June 
01 Senior Choir 
08 Senior Choir– Pentecost 
15 Stacy Friedrich 
22  Ada Milligan & Brynna Hall 
29  Kolten Fulks 

Children’s Time 
01 Anny Roll 
08 Kendra Hall 
15 Holly Bieri 
22 The Puppets  
29 Carla Clennin 



Read the Bible on your phone.                                                 
YouVersion Bible app. You can                             
download this app for free at  
the app store. 





 

 

To get access to Right Now Media for you and your family 
use the link or text to the number listed below. 

 

Custom Registration Link - https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/
Invite/CALUCC 

 

Text Registration Code –  UCOC to 49775 

There is an  Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meeting at the                        
Annunciation Catholic Church, 414 Patrick St.,  on Mondays at  

 8 p.m.  Contact number:   660-621-2271. 

For your viewing and listening opportunities of the weekly worship 
services, there are two ways of being part of the weekly services.  You 
may request a cd or dvd from the church office.  Please let Rhonda 
know if you are interested in obtaining one of these versions of the 
worship service.  (796-4885) 

Giving Made Easy  
Online giving is available for both Church and 

Sunday School! 
 

Follow the E-Giving link on our website:                             
calmo-ucc.org to give today or set recurring gifts 



Notes  & News 

A Time of Hope 
8:15 a.m.  Sunday 

KRLL Radio ~1420 AM 

www.calmo-ucc.org 

 Please continue to 

save the Best Choice  

label bar codes for              

the SHAREFEST               

Gathering  

MONITEAU CHRISTIAN                
  MINISTRIES CENTER 

Please save your extra plastic shopping 
bags to use at the  Food Bank.                           

Drop your bags off  at the church.  Thanks!  

To Watch California UCC Worship Services Online: 
 

Go to http://www.calmo-ucc.org.  
Scroll down and click on the  

“Online Services” link.    (The bulletin is also available) 
Or:   Go to youtube.com & search  

  USED TONER & INK  CARTRIDGES       
Please save all of your used toner and ink cartridges! The 
church office collects used toner and ink cartridges in order to 
get a $2 In-store credit per cartridge at Staples toward               
purchases of office  supplies. Please turn in your cartridges to 
the church office. Thanks! 
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01 Nadine Dougherty 
01 Kristen Everett 
02 Beth Dampf 
04 Leroy Schnieders 
05 Milo Milligan 
05 Brice Simmons 
07 Kolten Fulks 
08 Kayla Baker 
09 Dawn Chapman 
10 Jim Deeken 
10 Marjorie Manning 
11 Cody Schneider 
13 Megan Carlock 
13 Tammy Meisenheimer 
14 Sophia Miller 
14 Karsyn Rowles 
14 Raelynn Rowles 
15 Grant Burger 
15 Alex Meisenheimer 
15 Cheryl Schoeneberg 
16 Brooks Volkart 
18 Boston Schoeneberg 
21 Keith Selk 
 

22 Brecken Wilson 
22 Eric Bieri 
22 Shyla Cornwell 
24 Becky Schneider 
26 Khloe Mortenson 
27 Courtney Cassil 
27 Kathy Roll 
27 Robert Schlup 
28 Quade Peck 
28 Breanna Pruitt 
29 Kaleb Borghardt 
29 Max Robertson 
30 Stacy Friedrich 
 



June Baptisms 

Through the grace  of  our  
Lord  Jesus Christ,   

we have been received into the  
 family of Jesus Christ 

 through the  
sacrament of  Baptism. 
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Kaitlyn Adams—June 16, 2002 
Isaac Ash—June 10, 2001 
Connie Bestgen—June 1, 1969 
Jay Bestgen—June, 1969 
Kathy Bueker—June 11,1967 
Adam Burger—June 13, 1993 
Dawn Chapman-June 12, 1994 
Johnny Cassil— June,1975                                                                                              
Bridget Clifford—June 23, 1990 
Jessica Connelly—June 18, 2000 
Beth Dampf—June 23, 1973 
Kristen Everett—June 9, 1980 
Matthew Gerhart—June 11, 1989 
Kendall Gratz—June 19, 2022 
Sydney Gratz—June 30, 1996 
Brett Hall—June 7, 1981 
Brynna Hall—June 1, 2014 
Hunter Hall—June 19, 2011 
Jaelea Hall—June 19, 2011 
Courtney Hees— June,1981 
Dean Kiesling—June 25, 1939 
Tammy Kilmer—June, 1977 

Kenny Knipker—June 14, 1953 
Allee Koestner—June 18, 2000 
Jacob Kueffer—June 18, 2000 
Camden Lawson—June 23, 2013 
Lauren Lawson—June 15, 1986 
Lennon Lawson—June 3, 2018 
Ada Milligan—June 10, 2018 
Elaine Proctor—June 15, 1941 
Regina Pruitt—June 14, 1959 
Derek Schoeneberg—June 18, 2000 
Laura Schoeneberg—June 18, 2000 
Rachelle Thompson—June 14, 1959 
Verna Wolfrum—June 10, 1955 
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