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The People of Jesus — The Sequel
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8)

April 1s a special month for me and my family. Both of
my grandchildren, my dad, my cousin Tracy, my son-in-
law Jake, and myself all have birthdays in April. I also
lost both of my grandpas in the month of April along
with Betty’s Grandma Eidson. It’s the month that crappie
fishing heats up and turkey season starts. It’s when I start
getting my garden ready as well as planting flowers for
Betty. It’s also special this year because of Palm Sunday,
Confirmation, and Easter. So much to look forward to
and celebrate. Be thinking of and praying for family
members and friends to invite to church this month.

We’ll finish up our sermon series “The People of Jesus”
in April. We’ll look at some of the ladies that followed
Jesus along with Peter, James, and John. On Easter we’ll
look at ourselves as the People of Jesus and what that
means. People are already planning our traditional Easter
breakfast after the Sunrise service. Pray for good weather
and wonderful fellowship. In April also we will have our
Confirmation Reception on April 9™ hosted by the
Women’s Guild. Frank Hensley from New Life Christian
Center will speak that night as well.



We’ll start off Holy Week with Palm Sunday and
celebrating our confirmands and then having our
powerful Maundy Thursday service. April is a month
filled with wonderful opportunities to experience God’s
presence and power.

50 people have registered for the Passover Seder meal at
First Christian Church on Saturday April 5™ at 5:00. If
you missed the registration deadline and still want to
come, please contact me and I’ll let Kevin King from
First Christian know. Also the Living Lord Supper will
take place on Friday and Saturday April 11 & 12. We’ve
added a special Ascension scene to end this year’s play.
It’s always a highlight of my Easter season. I hope you
can make one of the performances.

I’ve enjoyed looking at the various people of Jesus in the
gospels. Their stories are our stories. They came from all
walks of life just like we do. They were not perfect but
when they decided to follow Jesus, they didn’t look
back. Let’s continue to look forward to the day when we
hear Jesus’ voice say “Well done, good and faithful

servant.” When we step into his presence and see his
face. May he find us faithful...

Serving Christ Together,
Russ




California United Church of Christ
March 10, 2025 — Consistory Meeting Highlights

The March meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by President Carole
Barbour. Reverend Cobb opened the meeting with a prayer. A quorum
was established with Carole Barbour, Jay Bestgen, Holly Bieri, Jim
Deeken, Ellen Ash, Larry Schoeneberg, Anny Roll, and Kris Ingram
present.

Minutes of the February Meeting were approved along with the
Treasurer’s Report given by Ellen Ash and the Financial Secretary’s
Report and Stewardship Snapshot given by Larry Schoeneberg. In the
check detail there were two checks of special interest: a check for
$360.97 to Will West Music & Sound for maintenance on the sound
booth equipment and a check for $490.53 to Environmental Engineering
to repair the HVAC. There were two CDs which reached maturity: The
UCC Church General Account matured on February 11 and it was
decided at the meeting to reinvest that account for six months through
Edward Jones. The Lebeck Bequest matured on February 13 and was
reinvested for six months at 4.30%.

Correspondence included a flyer for the Western Association Spring
Gathering on April 5th, 2025 from 9:30am-2pm at Blue Springs Terrace
in Blue Springs, Missouri .

Committee Reports

Building and Grounds/Safe Church — Jay Bestgen, Jim Deeken, and
Kris Ingram

Elevator Update — Elevator Inspection was completed on February 1
with no violations.

lth

An updated estimate from Brady’s Glass for the Stain Glass Window
Repairs/Stabilization Project was shared. The new bid to complete all of

the repairs and stabilizations to the stain glass windows was around
$31,000, which was about $5,000 less than the previous bid.



Youth Group — Kris Ingram

The Senior High Youth Group pickle ball tournament had to be
cancelled, but they are looking at possible dates to reschedule. They
are also looking at dates to host a Senior High Youth Group lock-in.

Pastor’s Report — Reverend Cobb
First Christian Church will host our Lent Service on March 19"

New Business

Cabinet Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 16™ at 2pm.

Senior Scholarships in the amount of $500 will be available to the high
school senior church members this year.

Called-To-Be Conference: Ten women/girls will be attending the
Called-To-Be Conference on April 5™ in Columbia.

Upcoming Communion Date

April 17 — Maundy Thursday

April 20 — Easter Sunrise — Intinction/Easter 10:30 Service
May 4 — 1st Sunday of the Month

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:48pm.

The Lord’s Prayer
The meeting was concluded with The Lord’s Prayer prayed in unison




Stewardship Snapshot
February 2025 February 2024

General Fund
Balance Brought Forward $ 44,193.47 $ 151,839.56
Receipts + 35,673.36 + 23.,757.27
Disbursements - 28.,243.58 - 84.566.80
Balance — February 28, 2025 $§ 51,623.25 $ 91,030.03

As of February 28, 2025
Building Fund Balance $107,342.80 $ 58,863.26
Local Benevolence Fund Balance $§ 9,541.58 § 10,989.77
Memorial Fund Balance $ 18,885.71 § 8,615.06
Schnuck Endowment Fund *$ 14,234.23**§ 35,795.28
Scholarship Fund Balance $ 16,43229 § 12,003.06

Youth Fellowship Fund Balance $§ 4,216.69 $§ 5,872.00

Total OCWM Received $ 340.00 $ 440.00
Other Benevolent Offerings $ 1,208.33 $ 1,322.70

Note on 2025 Snapshot regarding Schnuck Endowment

*The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of
$14,234.23 includes $166.49 that is part of the original restricted
gift and is unable to be expended. $14,067.74 of the fund

balance may be expended.

Note on 2024 Snapshot regarding Schnuck Endowment
**The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of
$35,795.28 includes $166.49 that is part of the original restricted

gift and is unable to be expended. $35,628.79 of the fund
balance may be expended.




VeggieTales Matinee
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Saturday, April 5th, 9:30 to 11:00am
UCC Fellowship Hall

Take Home: Special Easter Basket

Please sign up for the Matinee Event below so that we are sure to
have enough snacks, and Special Easter Basket made up for each
child in attendance. You may return the form to church office,

or contact Ronda Mortenson
by email rkmort60@gmail.com or call 573-694-3933

Childs Name Attending:

Emergency Contact Name & Number:




Special Benevolence— April A
River City Habitat for Humanity m

Our special stewardship offering for April is o

the River City Habitat for Humanity Chapter in Habitat
Jefferson City, which is one of over forty affiliates in
Missouri. Funds and building materials are donated by
individuals, churches, businesses and other organizations.
Construction labor and support of the organization is provided
by volunteers. Upon completion of a house, a percentage of the
cost of each house is sent to Habitat for Humanity International
as a tithe to be used to help build houses in another country. No
government funds are used to build the houses. If you would like
to contribute to this important mission, make checks payable to
the UCC of California and write Habitat for Humanity on the memo
line. Thank you for your support.

for Humanity”

Camp Aurora

Summer 2025 Dates
Senior High Camp (grades 9-12) July 6-12
Junior High Camp (grades 6-8) July 13-18
Junior Camp (grades 4-5) July 20-25
Primary Camp (grades 1-3) July 27-30

Sunday School will pay 1/2 of EARLY
registration Fee for Member and One Friend.
Sign up before May 21st!



Easter Envelope (found in your offering envelope box)

Emmaus Homes - Easter Sunday Benevolence
Emmaus Homes was founded in 1893 in Marthasville, Missouri,
by our antecedent denomination (The Evangelical Synod) when
they decided to use their vacated seminary buildings to serve
individuals with developmental disabilities. As a reflection of
their Christian faith, the founders of Emmaus attempted to care
for those in need, while recognizing each person's worth and
unique qualities and by creating a spirit of community. In 1901,
Emmaus opened its St Charles campus to meet the vast need for
services to people with developmental disabilities closer to St.
Louis. Today, while some individuals still reside on the Emmaus
campuses, many now live in homes in the community. Emmaus
serves clients in nearly 50 homes throughout the St. Charles, St.
Louis, Warren and Franklin counties and St. Louis City. Emmaus
works with each client to help them live as independently as
possible.

Arising from faith in Jesus Christ, the mission of Emmaus Homes
is to enhance the quality of life for adults of all beliefs who have
cognitive, intellectual, and other developmental disabilities. The
individual's mental, physical, and social abilities are assessed to
determine the living situation best suited to their needs, includ-
ing on campus housing, group homes and individual supported
living residences. Some homes have 24-hour supervision, while
others provide part-time supervision and assistance.

At Emmaus, an individual’s spiritual life is an important part of
one’s journey to fulfillment and independence. Emmaus takes
pride in their faith-based heritage, and strives to help each of
their clients participate in the faith community of their choice.
Ordained ministers and seminary students help guide and en-
courage their clients of all beliefs in their spiritual pursuits. A
variety of spiritual care services are provided to clients, family
members, and staff.



UCC Women’s Guild Meeting ~ March 19, 2025

Fourteen members celebrated together during the March meeting
of the UCC Women’s Guild. Lexi opened the meeting with a
prayer. Judy read a poem about The Train of Life, the journey
we each take throughout our lives. Cheryl led a discussion on
our next grandmother, Rahab. This story is found in Joshua,
Chapter 2 and Chapter 6:22-25. Joshua had sent 2 spies into
Jericho to see if the Israelites could defend themselves from the
inhabitants. They go to Rahab’s home and she hides them from
the King’s servants. Then she makes a deal with the spies to
protect her & her family against the Israelite attack. The
Scripture was enacted by Lexi, Cindy, Mary Ann, Barb and Judy.
Read the story for yourself to see what happens next!!! Thank
you Cheryl for the interesting story!!!

Our Benevolence opportunities for March are Salvation Army,
World Day of Prayer, and California Nutrition Center.

Motion made by Laura, and seconded by Linda to approve the
Secretary minutes.

Clarice motioned to accept the financial report, which was
seconded by Phyllis. Both motions passed.

Committee #1 1s still up for the next Celebration of Life dinner.

Mary reported that we have 2,535 Best Choice Labels collected
so far. Thank you for your help!! Keep saving those labels!!!

Judy reported sending out 29 cards that recipients got by St.
Patrick’s Day. Another 29 cards were signed for sending out in
April.



Old Business:

The World Day of Prayer was celebrated on March 7th, with 12
churches participating, and 63 ladies in attendance. An offering
for World Day of Prayer and Cook Islands was $1400. Clarice
planned the foods that were served with several ladies providing
assistance on food preparation. We were delighted to host the
event and several ladies commented on how nice the event was.

Plans were made to host the Confirmation Reception that will
be held Wednesday, April 9th. Each member is requested to
bring two dozen cookies.

New Business:

Carla indicated that the Spring meeting of the Mid-South
Conference will be held on April 5.

Barb celebrated her birthday during March.

Joys of Laura’s new grandson, Barb’s great grandson, and
Brenda celebrated a marriage and baby in her family, were
mentioned this month.

Lexi closed the meeting with prayer.

Mary Ann and Carmen provided delicious sandwiches, and
yummy dessert, with extras. Thank you ladies! They were

delicious! wy
M 4

Respectfully submitted, Judy Burger, Secretary
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Annual Shrimp & Chicken
Dinner

Saturday, April 12, 2025
5:30-7:00 pm
Dine-in or Carry Out

Shrimp or chicken, cheesy potatoes, slaw, dessert & drink

Please RSVP by Monday, April 7 to Brenda Oesterly
at oesterlyb@yahoo.com or
call 573-796-3013(home) or 573-291-7165 (cell).

Freewill donations for the meal.

Look forward to seeing our friends and family on this
special night!
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Confirmation Reception
Wednesday, April 9, 2025
Following Worship Service

Friendship Hall

Everyone 1s welcome!




HOLY WEEK

Holy Week Schedule

April 13—Palm Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m.—Rite of Confirmation

April 17—Maundy Thursday
Worship 7 p.m.—Holy Communion
April 18—Good Friday
Church Office Closed
April 20—Easter
Worship 7 a.m.—Holy Communion (Breakfast following)
Worship 10:30 a.m.—Holy Communion

— John 11:25: "Jesus said unto
her, I am the resurrection, and

the life: he that believeth in me,
\ though he were dead, yet shall

he live."




9:00 AM Prayer Cell
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Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30

6:00 PM Consistory

9:00 AM Prayer Cell

A
Fool's
Day
© 7 8
Sunday School 9:30 9:00 AM Prayer Cell
Worship 10:30 8:30 PM Sunday School
Teacher and Officer Meeting
13 14 15

Sunday School 9:30
Worship 10:30

7:00 PM Men's Brotherhood

Sunday School 9:30 .
Worship 10:30 9:00 AM Prayer Cell
7:00 AM Easter Sunrise
. Ser\nce
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9:00 AM Prayer Cell
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Meal

Bell Choir
7:00 PM Sr. Chair

6:00 PM Wednesday Night

6:30 PM God's Singers and

30

Meal

Bell Choir
7:00 PM Sr. Choir

6:00 PM Wednesday Night

6:30 PM God's Singers and

_ Wednesday ___ Thursday _ ___ Saturday
5:45 PM Wed. Night Meal 9:30 AM
. o -11:00 AM
8:20 PM God's Singers VeggieTales
6:30 PM Bell Choir o o
!
7:00 PM Lenten Worship )
8:00 PM Sr. Choir . @
5:45 PM Wed. Night Meal
6:20 PM God's Singers
6:30 PM Bell Choir
7:00 PM Lenten Worship
8:00 PM Sr. Choir
1:00 PM Women's Guild 7.00 PM Maundy Good Friday-
Thursday Service Church office
closed
4
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Rite of Confirmation
April 13, 2025

Confirmation Class

Conner Brockes
Son of Adam and Brandy Brockes

Jaelea Hall
Daughter of Craig and Cyndi Hall

Carson Kruger
Son of B] and Allison Kruger

Jess Medlin
Son of Jess and Brittney Medlin

Ava Motley
Daughter of Damon and Lisa Motley

Brenyn Robertson
Daughter of Drew and Lisa Robertson

Rylan Robertson
Daughter of Ross and Kim Robertson

Hazel Wolford
Daughter of Bryan Wolford and Desiree Vitale




2025 GOD'S SINGERS SPRING SCHEDULE

April 2: God's Singers practice at 6:20 p.m.
April 9: God's Singers practice at 6:20 p.m.
April 13: Palm Sunday -Sing in Worship
April 16: God's Singers practice at 6:30 p.m.
April 23: God's Singers practice at 6:30 p.m.
April 30 God's Singers practice at 6:30 p.m.
May 7: God's Singers practice at 6:30 p.m.

May 11: Mother’s Day - Sing in Worship
Happy Summer Break!

“He 1s not here; he has

risen, just as he said.”
Matthew 28:5-6

HE 1S BISEN!



Sunday School Teachers & Officers Meeting
March 3, 2025

Cressida Gattermeir called the meeting to order at 6:34PM.
Those present were Cressida Gattermeir, Ronda Mortenson,
Carole Barbour, Austin Chambers, Pastor Russ, Steven Burger,
and Courtney Cassil.

Carole motioned for approval of the February 2025 meeting
minutes, Ronda seconded, minutes approved.

Steven motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Ronda
seconded, report approved.

New Business:

Ronda 1s planning on having the next Veggie Tales movie the
first weekend of April. Ronda said there were 11 children in
attendance for the February Veggie Tales movie.

Family night with the Chili/Soup cook-off was held on February
23" and Cressida and Austin counted about 50 people were in

attendance. Discussion was had on how to improve next year’s
Family Game Night and Chili/Soup Cook off.

Courtney provided an update on the Palm leaves for Palm
Sunday. Steven and others in attendance stated they would help
with getting children Palms and lined up for Palm Sunday.
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Cressida provided everyone with the questions provided by the
Consistory. Cressida asked for responses and input by the end of
the week (March 7™).

Discussion was had concerning the devotional books. Many of
the books are not being utilized. Steven suggested that we
reduce the number of books we purchase by half and have
Pastor Russ make announcements concerning the devotional
books during announcements. Steven made the motion to reduce
the number of devotional books in half and while also promoting
that they are available, Carole seconded, motioned approved.

Steven motioned to adjourn the meeting, Ronda seconded,
meeting adjourned.

Meeting adjourned at 7:06pm
Next meeting will be Monday, April 7th, 2025, at 6:30 PM
Respectfully submitted, Austin Chambers 2™ Superintendent

catchthe ,
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UCC Brotherhood Minutes — March 24, 2025

Refreshments — Larry Rohrbach provided a delicious meal to
begin the meeting and Allan Mortenson prayed a blessing over
the meal.

Following refreshments, Dave Meyer gave a devotion around
Jesus’s temptation in the desert. He remarked that Jesus rebuked
Satan and showed dominion over him, and that is an example for
us to follow. Jesus gave us the playbook, what are we waiting for?

Business Meeting — Incoming President Larry Rohrbach called
the business meeting to order at 7:48 PM with 23 members and
guests present.

Dave Gattermeir read the minutes of the February 27, 2025
meeting, which were approved without revision.

Tony Barry gave the Treasure’s report. As of January, 2025, there
was $2375.22 in the Brotherhood account. Offerings were $285 at
the January meeting and $180 at the February meeting, for a
current balance of $2840.22. No disbursements were made in
January or February.

Mail was read, including fundraising information for Hope for
Haiti’s Children, Vitae Foundation, and Show Me Christian Youth
Home.

A motion was made and passed to authorize Steven Burger to
donate up to $600 from the Brotherhood to Operation Save the
Smokies after he follows up with Tara Farmer to determine the
extent of the organization’s need.

The Brotherhood chose “Search Me, O God™ as the special music
to be sung at the Lenten service on March 26, and the song was
practiced.
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Larry Schoeneberg and John Osborn volunteered to provide
the meal at the April meeting, and Allan Mortenson
volunteered to give the devotion. The program was tentatively
set to be presentations by the Church’s high school seniors.

Pastor Cobb will touch base with the seniors to confirm that
the date 1s OK. '

The business meeting adjourned at 8:13 PM. Qé.@ >

Program - Jason Ashley of Clarksburg spoke about his
ministry, Recovery World Ministry, which provides drug and
alcohol addiction recovery support through Destiny Pointe
Church in Columbia. Jason 1s a recovering addict himself and
1s a certified Peer Support Specialist. The ministry meets every
Tuesday night and with 40-100 people in attendance. It is a
hybrid program based on Alcoholics Anonymous 12-step
program with additional spiritually based components.
Meetings normally consist of a message given by one of the
Church’s pastors, deacons, or elders, lessons on various
aspects of recovery, and prayer.

Jason has been working to establish a branch of the ministry,
called Free Indeed Recovery Ministry (FIRM) in Moniteau
County. The group currently meets at Mt. Pleasant Baptist
Church in Clarksburg, and he 1s looking to work with
additional churches in the area.

Long-term, Jason hopes to establish a halfway home for
recovering drug addicts, to be called Common Ground. The
program would be 1 year in length and would be available to
recovering addicts coming out of treatment centers or other
institutions. It will focus on accountability, service and leader-
ship, and stewardship.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted — Dave Gattermeir, Secretary



Each month the Ministerial Alliance has a suggested food item.
There will be a box at the California UCC downstairs foyer to
place your food items each month.

Food Suggestions for the Food Pantry 2025

Month Food Item
April Tuna/Canned Meat
May Peanut Butter

June Canned Veggies
July Rice

August Dry Beans
September Cereal

October Cake Mix
November Peanut Butter

December Crackers




Acolytes

06 Lena & Lee Bieri

13 Sophie & Bruce Miller

20 Camden & Sutton Lawson

27 Logan Milligan & Amelia Howard

Lay Readers

06 Judy Burger

13 Susan Burger

20 David Gattermeir
27 Beth Dampf

=117 Maundy Thursday- Sr. Choir

April Music

02 Special Music— Betty Cobb &
Carla Clennin

06 Sr. Choir
09 Special Music—Becky Schneider
13 Palm Sunday- God’s Singers

20 Easter Sunrise-Special Music
20 Easter -Sr. Choir
27 Bells

Children’s Time

06 Ginnie Medlin
13 Anny Roll

20 Carla Clennin
277 Holly Bieri

Nursery Attendant
Kya Peck




righthnow MEDIA

To get access to Right Now Media for you and your family
use the link or text to the number listed below.

Custom Registration Link - https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/
Invite/CALUCC

Text Registration Code — UCOC to 49775

Read the Bible on your phone. | _om
YouVersion Bible app. You can “
download this app for free wo

There is an Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meeting at the
Annunciation Catholic Church, 414 Patrick St., on Mondays at 8
p.m. Contact number: 660-621-2271.

Giving Made Easy
Online giving is available for both
Church and Sunday School!

Follow the E-Giving link on our website:
calmo-ucc.org to give today or set recurring gifts

For your viewing and listening opportunities of the weekly worship
services, there are two ways of being part of the weekly services. You
may request a cd or dvd from the church office. Please let Rhonda

know if you are interested in obtaining one of these versions of the
worship service. (796-4885)



ﬂ Notes & News T

A Time of Hope
8:15 a.m. Sunday
KRLL Radio ~1420 AM

Please continue to
save the Best Choice MONITEAU CHRISTIAN
MINISTRIES CENTER
label bar codes for Please save your extra plastic shopping
the SHAREFEST bags to use at the Food Bank.
Gathering Drop your bags off at the church. Thanks!

USED TONER & INK CARTRIDGES

Please save all of your used toner and ink cartridges! The
church office collects used toner and ink cartridges in order to
get a $2 In-store credit per cartridge at Staples toward

To Watch California UCC Worship Services Online:

Go to http:// www.calmo-ucc.org.
Scroll down and click on the
“Online Services” link. (The bulletin is also available)
Or: Go to youtube.com & search

The Tidings
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST OF CALIFORNIA
101 N. Oak Street, California, MO 65018
(573)796-4885 Church Office (573)796-3804 Pastor’s Study
Rev. Russell Cobb, Pastor  tev.cobb@calmo-ucc.org

Rhonda Elliott, Office Manager  rhonda@calmo-ucc.org
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. & 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Except Fridays 8:00 a.m. to 1:00

WEBSITE: calmo-ucc.org
Sunday: Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
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April Baptisms

Elliott Baker— April 28, 2024
Aidan Bolinger—April 10, 2005
Walker Borghardt—April 17, 2011
Cooper Brandes-April 1, 2023
Bobby Bryant—April 30, 2000
Kenny Bryant—April 22, 1979
Wilma Bryant—April 26, 1970
Kevin Bueker—April 14, 1984
Steven Burger—April 15, 1962
Jo Ann Cantriel—April 7, 1968
Harold Cashion— April 23, 1995
Doug Dampf—April 17, 1966
Lois Daniel—April 14, 1935
Aubrey Davis—April 25, 2010
Brooke Dietz—April 25, 1999

Clyde Dummermuth—April 12, 1936

Renee Elliott—April 1, 2012

PJ Hanauer—April 18, 1993
Blake Howard—April 10, 1994
Harold Howard—April 1951
Jackie Howard—April 19, 1987
Dyan Ingram—April, 2017
Martin Kilmer—April 3, 2005
Ronnie Kissick—April 14, 1991
Sutton Lawson— April 17, 2016
Allan Mortenson-April 6, 1969
Suzanne Latham—April 27, 2003
Olivia Meisenheimer—April 6, 2008
McKenzie Lohse—April, 2011

John Overbey—April 1961
Roberta Pate—April 10, 1966
Kelly Sedgwick—April 11, 1982
Justin Selk—April 23, 1988

Abby Spieler—April 10, 1993
Ann Spillars—April 12, 1992
Cara Stassel—April 28, 1985
Amanda Trimble—April 29, 2001
Chase Trimble—April 20, 2008
Macie Trimble—April 2, 2006
Barbara Weis—April 30, 1944
Robert Zuidervaart—April, 1963
Rebecca Zuidervaart—April, 1965

Through the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
we have been received into the
family of Jesus Christ
through the
sacrament of Baptism.
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