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Find Me Faithful

“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called when you made your good confession in the
presence of many witnesses.”
| Timothy 6:12

Happy New Year. Hard to believe 2023 is over and 2024 is here.
Each year brings blessings and challenges. One thing we can be sure
of each year is Jesus. Jesus’ last words to his disciples and us,
promises us that he will never leave us, “And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) No matter what
you face in 2024, Jesus will always be there. Trust him, have faith in
him to deliver you through the challenges of the upcoming year.

That is why the title of our January sermon series is “Find Me Faith-
ful”. We will take a look at the book of I Timothy found in the New
Testament. Paul mentions the word faith or faithful all through I
Timothy. There is something in I Timothy for all of us; young, old,
men, women, leaders, servants, saved, and the lost. I hope you will
take time in January to read through I Timothy multiple times. So
many powerful verses to live our lives by. How to handle our wealth,
how to take care of ladies that have lost their husbands, how to treat
our bosses, and how we are to encourage our young people to live
faithfully. I look forward to studying I Timothy together in January.

Betty and I want to say, “thank you” to everyone who sent us cards
and gifts over the holiday season. It is very encouraging to read your
kind words and for Betty and I to enjoy dinners together because of
your kindness and generosity. Hard to believe we are in our sixth
year of ministry here in California. So much has happened in those
five plus years. We have lost several faithful members we all miss
greatly. We endured a pandemic that affected everyone. We’ve seen
the church grow numerically.



My prayer and goal is that all of us grow spiritually in our walk with
Jesus each year. That people come to know Jesus as their Lord and
Savior. That Jesus will find us faithful when we step from this life to
life eternal and we hear those wonderful words from Jesus on our first
moments in heaven, “Well done, good and faithful servant...Come
and share your master’s happiness!” May he find us faithful.

Serving Christ Together,
Russ

Annual Congregational Meeting of the
United Church of Christ of California
Sunday, January 28, 2024

A luncheon will be served by the Youth in
Friendship Hall after the meeting.




California United Church of Christ
December 11, 2023 — Consistory Meeting Highlights

Consistory President, Laura Burger, called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
Reverend Cobb opened the meeting with prayer. A quorum was established with
Ellen Ash, Carole Barbour, Jay Bestgen, Laura Burger. Alan Chambers, VanDee
Miller, and Ronnie Kissick present. Larry Schoeneberg was absent.

The Minutes of the November meeting, the Treasurer’s Report, the Financial
Secretary’s Report, and the Stewardship Snapshot were approved.

Local Benevolence Chair, Alan Chambers, reported that there had been one
payment made in response to a need.

Correspondence included a thank you note from the Chuck Crook Family.
Building Use Policy requests were reviewed and approved.

Committee Reports

Building and Grounds/Safe Church: Jay Bestgen and Ronnie Kissick

Stained Glass Window Archive Picture Update-Pictures taken and will be put on a
flash drive, posted to Sharepoint, and stored away from the facility. Thank you
Ronnie and Michelle Kissick.

Stained Glass Window bid from Brady’s/Suggested Schedule-Transfer to needs
list

Elevator: Maintenance Control Program/Reservoir Leakage

The Elevator Inspector and Elevator Tester arrived together. They each have

a rate of $250.00 per hour with a 2 hour minimum. Findings:
1. A valve needs to be replaced. Jay will order and replace it.
2. A sign should be posted on the elevator shaft saying “No Head Clearance”
3. The pump reservoir is leaking. Repair efforts will be made as replacement

is expensive and complicated.

Dimmable Gym Light Project (Ronnie) Supplier still looking for lights that will
fit our space

Outside Light on Cross-White light to shine on cross.

Bid from Ted Bueker (Trim trees/Remove Dead tree)- Men from the Brotherhood
will trim the tree by the west side of the parking lot and remove the trimmings.
A bid was accepted from Ted Bueker to remove the dead tree by the street,

clear debris and to take the stump to ground level for $395.00.

Kitchen sink sprayer repair/replace --Completed

Increase lighting in hall --Completed

First Aid kits ordered and replaced --Completed

Weathercraft estimate for replacement of steeple slate roof with copper gutters
$120,000.00- Item to be included on “needs” list.




Historical - Norman Rohrbach, Chair-Christmas Ornaments currently on
display; Tidings article on Sanctuary Windows

Stewardship - Larry Schoeneberg-Meeting scheduled February 13, 2024
Worship - VanDee Miller-Meeting scheduled on January 11, 2024

Sound/ Video - Ronnie Kissick-Live stream hymn music early next year.
Pastor’s Report-Lent begins February 14, 2024 (Ash Wednesday) and Easter is
March 31, 2024. Reverend Cobb has been approached by the Christian Church
minister about having a Lenten service at their church. The service at the
Christian Church would not be an Ash Wednesday or Maundy Thursday service
and would include Confirmands helping with the service, but no Statement of
Faith. The Consistory approved of the idea.

Old Business

Church Mutual, our insurance carrier, has requested that (at no expense to us)
two water sensors be installed. More can be requested if there is a need.

We are still seeking more information about changes to our policy but no
answers from Church Mutual yet. This will be a discussion point on the annual
meeting agenda.

Nominating Committee Report and Approval-The slate for 2024 is incomplete.
The new/continuing committee members who have committed to begin their
term in 2024 were approved.

Meeting Room Chairs- Ten (10) new chairs were purchased for the meeting
room at a cost of $170.00 each with the monies coming from the Building Fund.
Annual Meeting Agenda items beyond the usual Annual Meeting Agenda-
Insurance Premium Approval; Review of Building Projects done and Anticipated
New Business

Office Door Unlocked on Sunday Mornings: There was a request by some of the
Sunday School teachers that the office door remain unlocked on Sunday
mornings so that the teachers could access the copier etc. The door will remain
locked, but teachers can request a key that allows Office access.

Ushers/Elevator Duties-Sunday, December 24 - Alan Chambers and Carole
Barbour will usher; Christmas Eve Program December 24- All will be down-
stairs, all duties covered by Sunday School.

Lion’s Club: Community Flag Program $35.00-California UCC will
participate in the Lion’s Club Community Flag Program at a cost of $35.00.
Chamber of Commerce Dues- California UCC will join the Chamber of
Commerce for 2024 at a cost of $40.00.

Upcoming Communion Dates: December 25™ (intinction) January 7 (full
communion)

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 with the motion made, seconded, and passed.
The Lord’s Prayer - %

The evening closed with the Lord’s Prayer prayed in unison. "%"k_f..igg
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Stewardship Snapshot

General Fund
Balance Brought Forward
Receipts
Disbursements
Balance — November 30

As of November 30, 2023
Building Fund Balance
Local Benevolence Fund
Memorial Fund Balance

Schnuck Endowment Checking**$ 35,795.28

Scholarship Fund Balance
Youth Fellowship Fund

Total OCWM Received
Other Benevolent Offerings

November 2023 November 2022
$ 83,489.94 $ 80,485.75
+ 25,634.10 +22,540.71
- 33.501.27 -29.391.27
$ 75,622.77 $73,635.19
$ 59,118.09 $ 23,499.78
$ 8,301.90 $ 9,993.79
$ 7,373.73 $ 8,771.60
*$ 29,642.02
$ 10,600.16 $ 9,942.16
$ 4,808.54 $ 3,303.67
$ 2,440.00 $ 4,242.00
$ 15,057.24 $ 17,208.96

** Note on 2023 Snapshot regarding Schnuck Endowment

The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of $35,795.28
includes $166.49 that is part of the original restricted gift and is
unable to be expended. $35,628.79 of the fund balance may be

expended.

* Note of 2022 Snapsnot regarding C. Schnuck Endowment

The C. Schnuck Endowment Checking Fund balance of $29,642.02
includes $1,166.49 that is part of the original restricted gift and is

unable to be expended. $28,475.53 of the fund balance may be

expended.




Special Benevolence—January
GIDEONS

For several years, the last Sunday in January has been
designated as Gideon Sunday and all loose plate offering
has been sent to the Gideon Ministry. Over 100 years ago,
three men formed an organization whose only aim was to pro-
vide Bibles to be placed in hotel rooms. Since that beginning,
millions of new and old testaments and other religious tracts
have been distributed to men, women, children, hotels, motels,
doctors’ offices, prisons, army personnel, colleges, schools, and
other groups. Many people have had their first encounter with
Jesus Christ through a Bible or testament handed to them by a
Gideon or Auxiliary member. Gideon members are nominated
for membership by the local Gideon camp and approved by
their local pastor and they pledge to help distribute God’s
word whenever and wherever they can through the world.
More than 175 countries in the world have Gideon camps with
thousands of members helping to spread God’s message every
day.
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2024 Special Benevolent Giving Calendar

January: Gideons
February: Local Benevolence
Lenten Services: Ministerial Alliance
March: UCC Scholarship Fund
April: Habitat for Humanity
Easter Sunday: Emmaus Homes
May: Grace Living
June: Buddy Pack
July: Rape & Abuse Crisis Service (RACS)
August: Moniteau Christian Ministries
September: CWS Blanket Fund
October: Salvation Army
November: Samaritan Purse
December: Christmas Fund

(Veterans of the Cross)
Christmas Envelope: Camps and VBS




UCC Brotherhood Minutes

The UCC Men’s Brotherhood got together for Christmas
caroling on Monday, December 18, 2023. We started at
Valley Park West and sang carols while the folks were
gathered for supper and then sang carols and visited at
other homes around the community, including Clyde
Dummermuth, Jerry Coale, Sonny Howard, Carl Kuester,
and Becky Zuidervaart. Over 25 Brotherhood members
and guests had a great time being together. The group
then enjoyed a meal of Tony’s chili along with snacks
and desserts provided by several others back at the
church.

Respectfully Submitted — Dave Gattermeir, Secretary

: Offering Envelope Boxes/E-Giving

Offering envelope boxes for 2024 have arrived. They will be
in the back of the Sanctuary on Sunday or in the church
office. If you do not have a box with your name on it and
lyou want one, just let the church office know and they will
il get one set up for you. Keep in mind, E-giving is still
available for both Church and Sunday School giving. If you
need assistance with setting it up, just let the office know.
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Carla Clennin called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Pastor
Cobb said a prayer. Those attending were Carla Clennin, Pastor
Russell Cobb, Cressida Gattermeir, Peggy Liebi, Kris Ingram,
Lauren Lawson, Ronda Mortenson, Roberta Spieler, Steven
Burger, Kendra Hall and Carole Barbour.

Roberta made a motion to approve the November meeting
minutes. Ronda seconded. Motion carried. Lauren made a
motion to approve the November Treasurer's report. Carole
seconded. Motion carried.

Our December Benevolence is Show-Me Christian Youth Home;
Christmas Eve offering will be for Every Child’s Hope.

Old Business:

Anny Roll has decided to co-teach the 1 grade class
starting in January. Thanks to Roberta for teaching, as this will
be her last meeting.

Young Adult Class- This class has re-organized having Brett
Hall as a representative for Sunday School meetings and a sign
-up list for teaching each Sunday.

st_2nd

Advent Calendar mailers (59) were stuffed and mailed by
Carole and Carla.

Christmas Eve Program- Connie Bestgen & Ellen Ash are the
leaders. Lauren Lawson and Callie Simmons are leaders for the
little kids. Carla and Cressida will help with greeting and
handing out programs. Offering plate will be available as people
come in. Senior Highs will be holding the candles for the “Circle
of Light”. Gerri Howard will recognize our list of Cradle Roll kids.
Treat Bags will be available after the program.

It was decided to move Cookies and Carols (Dec. 17) to
Christmas Eve due to some teacher’s not being available and
there will be no classes. A sign-up sheet to bring cookies is on
bulletin board. Classes will be held on New Year’s Eve.
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Courtney reported 30 Christmas Shoeboxes were mailed.
Thanks to all who contributed. Kendra reported six large trash
bags full of items for the Elementary and Middle School which
was greatly appreciated.

New/Other Business:

Having incorporated our quarterly list for Perfect Attendance
and those missing 1 Sunday, Carla would like to give a special
gift for attending a Full Year. Currently, there are two names.
Steven made a motion for two $25 gift certificates to Burger
Haus. Ronda seconded. Motion carried.

Russ announced Salem’s Christmas Eve service will be at
4:30 PM for a traditional service.

Cinda asked, if Sunday school will give an end of the year
donation to Camp Aurora for maintenance fees. Ronda made
a motion to donate $500 as presented. Cressida seconded.
Motion carried.

Ronda said that Veggie Tales has had two full years of
movies, crafts, food and games and she has paid for all the
items. This past Veggie Tale there were 17 kids, this would be
a great investment for kids. Steven made a motion for Ronda
to be reimbursed for up to $100 for each Veggie Tale in 2024.
Carole seconded motion. Motion carried. Russ thanked
Ronda for all her time and dedication.

The meeting adjourned at 7:34 PM

Next meeting will be January 2,2024, at 7 PM

Respectfully submitted, CreSS|da Gattermelr
3" Superintendent



United Church of Christ

$Esiased s o Sunday

9:00 AM Prayer Cell

7:00 PM Sunday
School Teachers and
Officers Meeting

Epiphany Sunday- Communion
9:30 Sunday School 10:30 Worship

6:00 PM Consistory
6:30 PM GriefShare

9

9:00 AM Prayer Cell

9:30 Sunday School 10:30 Worship

15

6:30 PM GriefShare

16

9:00 AM Prayer Cell

9:30 Sunday School 10:30 Worship

2.2

7:00 PM Men's Brotherhood

253

9:00 AM Prayer Cell

Annual Meeting

9:30 Sunday School 10:30 Worship

2

30

9:00 AM Prayer Cell




] Anuary 2024

_ Wednesday _ Thursday Friday Saturday
3 4 5 6
6:30 PM Bell Choir Practice 9|%(r r
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6:00 PM Wed. Night Meal
6:30 PM Bell Choir Practice
6:30 PM Confirmation
6:30 PM God's Singers/ROK
7:30 PM Sr. Choir Practice
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1:00 PM Women's Guild
6.00 PM Wed. Night Meal
6:30 PM Bell Choir Practice
6:30 PM Confirmation g
6:30 PM God's Singers/ROK
7:30 PM Sr. ChdrPractice
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6:00 PM Wed. Night Meal
6:30 PM Bell Choir Practice
6:30 PM Confirmation
6:30 PM God's Singers/ROK
7:30 PM Sr. Choir Practice

31

6:00 PM Wed. Night Meal
6:30 PM Bell Choir Practice
6:30 PM Confirmation
6:30 PM God's Singers/ROK
7:30 PM Sr. Chaoir Practice




2024 R.0.K. & GOD’S SINGERS Gh

WINTER SCHEDULE
6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m.

January 10th: R.O.K. / God's Singers QA
January 17th: R.O.K. / God's Singers

January 24th R.O.K. / God's Singers J’

January 28th: Sing in Worship
January 31st R.O.K./God’s Singers
February 7th: R.0.K. / God's Singers
February 14th: God's Singers Only

(Ash Wednesday)
February 21st: God's Singers only
February 25th: Sing in Worship

Wpm< gmMZ <KUY

February 28th: God's Singers only

Wednesday Night Activity's Start Back

January 3, 2024

January 10, 2024
Wednesday Meals — 6:00 pm
ROK/God’s Singers — 6:30 pm
Confirmation — 6:30 pm
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We rejoice with the families of:

Karsyn Lee and Raelynn Dale Rowles
on their Baptisms, December 3, 2023
They are the daughters of
Darren and Kylee (Ratcliff) Rowles.

Oakleigh Lousie Imhoff
on her Baptism, December 9, 2023. She is the
daughter of Isaac and Madison(Ratcliff) Imhoff.

Binth

Braelynn Dawn Wilson, born December 11, 2023.
Braelynn 1s the daughter of
Quinten Wilson and Tara Cummings.
Congratulations to parents, grandparents and great-grandparents!




Women’s Guild ~ December 20, 2023 12:00 noon
Home of Linda Schneiders

Thirteen members met at the home of Linda Schnieders for a
lovely Christmas dinner, fellowship, Bible study, and a business
meeting. Pamela Hill offered a prayer and all enjoyed the meal
prepared by the officers, Pamela Hill, Linda Schnieders, Judy
Burger, and Clarice Nelson.

After the meal, Carole B. led a discussion sparked by the
question, “What do you consider the most amazing thing
theologically about the Christmas story?” Members participated
in lively discussion that led to the observation that God was
indeed a planner and that the Old Testament prophecies were
fulfilled. Thank you, Carole, for an excellent year of Bible study.

Members were reminded of their opportunities for giving:
Project Healing House and New Beginnings, Christmas Fund,
Christmas Envelope, and Show-Me Christian Youth Home.

Business Meeting

. Motion by Linda S., second by Phyllis M, to accept the
minutes as presented. Motion Carried.

. Motion by Laura B., second by Linda S. to accept the
financial report as presented. Motion Carried. (A copy is
attached to the secretary’s copy of the minutes.)

. Committee #2 is up for serving the next Celebration of Life
dinner.

. Mary B. reported we have collected 760 Best Choice Labels
currently.

Judy B. has sent 29 cards the past month.

Old Business

Via emails and phone calls, members had given verbal approval
previously to sending $100 to Giving Basket. Motion by Linda
S., second by Barb W. to approve that expenditure. Motion
Carried.



Members discussed World Day of Prayer (Palestine)%
preparations. Members agreed to continue the event and
proceed with preparations but to adjust the program to fit all
people in war zones. Clarice N. will research World Central
Kitchen for information about how it supports those populations.
Discussion will continue at the January meeting.

Bible study materials for 2024 were distributed. (Celebrating
Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight)

Pamela H. expressed thanks to members Judy B., Mary B.,
Clarice N., Mary Ann K., and Barbara W. for the Community
Thanksgiving Pies donation.

Christmas gifts to Shut-ins and cards were assembled and will
be delivered by Mary B., and Carmen F. as well as gifts to Office
Staff.

New Business

The Guild booklet for 2024 was distributed by incoming
President, Lexi Hall and Vice-President Cheryl Schoeneberg.
(Thanks to Lexi and Cheryl for accepting leadership.)

Mary Keil and Patty Bruce were congratulated on recent
birthdays.

As always, members enjoyed support, laughter, and comfort
during the sharing of Joys and Concerns.

Pamela Hill expressed her thanks and appreciation to the group
for their support the past four years as she served as an officer.
Mutually, the members recognized both Pamela and Linda for
their most excellent leadership.

Pamela H. offered the closing prayer. _ﬁ« a:%:e
Clarice Nelson, Secretary ‘



Lay Readers

07 David Gattermeir
14 Beth Dampf

21 Mary Burger

28 Judy Burger

Acolytes
07 Lena & Lee Bieri

14 Grayden Gatlin & Emily King
21 Hazel & Meredith Wolford
28 Megan Carlock & Amelia Howard

Children’s Time

07 Carla Clennin

14 Ginnie Medlin
Nursery 21 Anny Roll

28 Puppets
Reagan Cain

JANUARY CHOIRS E LOVE <
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14 Senior Choir

21 Bell
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A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to

*Z%E*’ Connie Bestgen, Ellen Ash, Lauren Lawson
land Callie Simmons for their direction of the
\Christmas Eve Program! Thanks to Beth
\Dampf for playing the piano. Thank you to
the families who brought their children to
lpractices, and all who attended! It was a
blessing to all!! Have a blessed New Year.

Sunday School Teachers and Officers

K O
Thank You!!! Thank You!!

We have the most amazing and giving church family! Thanks
to everyone who took Angels from the Angel Tree, your
generosity was overwhelming!

Carole and Carla

K Oe



rightnow MEDIA : 2

To get access to Right Now Media for you and your family
use the link or text to the number listed below.

Custom Registration Link - https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/
Invite/CALUCC

Text Registration Code — UCOC to 49775

Read the Bible on your phone.
YouVersion Bible app. You can
download this app for free.

Thereisan Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meeting at the
Annunciation Catholic Church, 414 Patrick &., on Mondays at 8
p.m. Contact number: 660-621-2271.

Giving Made Easy
Online giving 1s available!
Follow the E-Giving link on our website:

calmo-ucc.org to give today or set recurring gifts

For your viewing and listening opportunities of the weekly worship
services, there are two ways of being part of the weekly services. You
may request a cd or dvd from the church office. Please let Rhonda

know if you are interested in obtaining one of these versions of the
worship service. (796-4885)



ﬂ Notes & News T

A Time of Hope
8:15 a.m. Sunday
KRLL Radio ~1420 AM

Please continue to
save the Best Choice " MONITEAU CHRISTIAN
label bar codes for O MINISTRIES CENTER
the SHAREFEST Please save your extra plastic shopping
Gathering bags to use at the MCMC Food Bank.
Drop your bags off at the church. Thanks!

USED TONER & INK CARTRIDGES

Please save all of your used toner and ink cartridges! The
church office collects used toner and ink cartridges in order to
get a $2 In-store credit per cartridge at Staples toward
purchases of office supplies. Please turn in your cartridges to
the church office. Thanks!

To Watch California UCC Worship Services Online:

Go to http://www.calmo-ucc.org.
Scroll down and click on the
“Online Services” link. (The bulletin is also available)
Or: Go to youtube.com & search
California United Church of Christ.




01 Justin Selk

03 Beth Chambers
04 Tracy Cary

05 Dolores Burger
05 Susan Burger

05 Lisa Kendrick
05 Hannah Clutter
06 Lee Bieri

07 Kareigna Pruitt
08 Sharon Hess

08 Rebecca Zuidervaart
10 John Martin

10 Taylor Ratcliff
11 Rylan Robertson
13 Jerry Coale

13 Bridget Clifford
13 Kaleb Leverett
14 Mary Bueker

15 Cara Stassel

15 Dave Gattermeir
16 Tammy Brandes
16 Kendall Simmons

17 Tom Steinhauer
17 Priscella Saldana
17 Landon Leonard
17 Doug Hill

19 Logan Milligan
19 Meredith Wolford
20 Darles Vernon

21 Terry Meisenheimer
21 Alexx Lewis

22 Bobby Bryant

22 Carmen Brown
23 Connie Bestgen
23 Justin Kilmer

24 Joan Staufter

24 Kade Bolinger

25 Madison Imhoff

29 Preston Kelly

30 Maximus Sedgwick
31 Robert Barbour

31 Griffin Bolinger

31 Lisa Porter




January PWaptisms

Melanie Adams—1Jan. 7, 1973
Doug Ash—Jan. 30, 1966
Dylan Ash—Jan. 11, 1998
Lanny Ash—Jan. 25, 1992
Alisha Burger—Jan. 9, 2000
Betty Cobb—1Jan. 9, 1979
Rhonda Elliott—Jan. 30, 1966
Royce Everett—1Jan. 13, 2013
Gerr1 Howard—Jan. 2, 1972
Mary Keil—Jan. 12, 1933
Hayden Kilmer—Jan. 13, 2008
Calen Kruger—Jan. 21, 2018
Colin Kruger—Jan. 21, 2018
Carson Kruger—Jan. 21, 2018

Stacey McNay—IJan. 21, 1996
Logan Milligan—]Jan. 13, 2013
Ella Spieler—Jan. 13, 2013
Aaron Spieler—Jan. 17, 1982

Through the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
we have been received into the
family of Jesus Christ
through the sacrament of
Baptism.

The Tidings
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST OF CALIFORNIA
101 N. Oak Street, California, MO 65018
(573)796-4885 Church Office
Rev. Russell Cobb, Pastor

Rhonda Elliott, Office Manager  rhonda@calmo-ucc.org
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. & 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

WEBSITE: calmo-ucc.org

(573)796-3804 Pastor’s Study
rev.cobb@calmo-ucc.org
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