
  

  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

United Church of Christ 
California, Missouri 

 

Rev. Russell Cobb                           Pastor 
Mrs. Beth Dampf                                                                    Organist 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

December 31, 2023 ~ First Sunday after Christmas 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 * - All those who are able, please stand.    
The Bell                                                                                                           
The Prelude    
Lighting of the Candles        Conner Brockes & Brynna Hall      
Welcome and Announcements 
*Call to Worship    
                                               

      Come to Bethlehem to behold God and humanity made one.  
  Here kneel before a child who brings God close. 
      O Christ, we come, just as we are, to receive you. 

We come to worship you, we come hoping that you will 
bless us with your reconciling peace. 

 

Let us worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

                        

*Hymn No. 140     “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen” 
 

*Prayer of the Day   

 Loving Father, you have created us with questioning 
hearts and minds. Guide us, we pray, that our questions 
will keep us open to your grace. Open our ears that we 
may hear and act, living into the answers that you offer 
us. For we ask this in the name of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 



 

*Call to Praise 
 O Lord, open our lips! 
      And our mouths shall show forth your praise! 
 

 *Act of Praise – “Gloria Patri” (printed on laminated card in hymnal)                       
 

Invitation to Children’s Time                 
 

Hymn for Children   “This Little Light of Mine” 
                                                             p. 466-sing first verse twice 
 

Children’s Time                                         Pastor Russ  
          
Special Music                    David and Cressida Gattermeier 
                   

Prayer for Illumination                            Alan Chambers 
  Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new 
light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light will grow 
in our hearts, and shine forth in our lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.                                              
             

Scripture Lessons 
      First Reading:    Matthew 2:1-12        p. 835 
  Second Reading:     Galatians 4:4-7         p. 1014    

Sermon     Everyone has a Story- I Peter 3:8-22      
  

Hymn No.148       “We Three Kings of Orient Are”   

Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed    
                           (printed on laminated card in hymnal)           

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)   

                           (printed on laminated card in hymnal)  
 



 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

The Offering of Our Gifts and Ourselves 
Offertory      
 

*Response       “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
                                (printed on laminated card in hymnal)                      
 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 

*Hymn No. 154     “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 
  

*Benediction 
*Extinguishing of the Candles 
*Congregational Response –    “Go in Love” 

Go in love, have no fear. 
God will guide you, He is always near. 

Go in love, take His hand. 
God will hear you, He will understand. 
May His light forever shine upon you; 

May His peace be always in your heart. 
Go in love, face each day. 

God will lead you, He will show the way. 
Go in love, and live in faith.  Amen. 

 

*Postlude 
 

 

 

     A Nursery is available just outside the sanctuary.  The nursery attendant is Reagan 
Cain.  There are activity bags at the back of the sanctuary for children that stay in 
the worship service. 
Need some help with hearing? See an usher at the back of the sanctuary to check 
out a hearing assisted unit for your personal use in the sanctuary and in the 
Friendship Hall.  We have new units available.  
Notice the “Connection Cards” in the pews. They are for our guests or anyone 
that has a prayer request or needs more information about the church. Please place 
it in the offering plate. 
 

                      Rev. Cobb:  rev.cobb@calmo-ucc.org; 573-489-7891 (cell phone) 
Church office 573-796-4885 /  Website: www.calmo-ucc.org  

rhonda@calmo-ucc.org 

http://www.calmo-ucc.org/
mailto:rhonda@calmo-ucc.org


 

Activities:  December 31, 2023 ~ January 7, 2024 
Sunday, December 31, 2023: 
         9:30 a.m. ....... Sunday School  
    10:30 a.m. ....... Worship 
Monday, January 1, 2024: New Year’s Day – Office Closed 
Tuesday, January 2, 2024 
        9:00 a.m. – Prayer Cell 
        7:00 p.m.- Sunday School T & O Meeting 
Wednesday, January 3, 2024: 
         6:30 p.m……..Confirmation 
         6:30 p.m. ....... Bell Choir 
      7:30 p.m. ....... Sr. Choir 
Sunday, January 7, 2024: Epiphany 
         9:30 a.m…...... Sunday School  
    10:30 a.m..….... Worship – Holy Communion 
 
Looking ahead….. Jan. 8 – Consistory at 6pm 
                               Jan. 11 – Worship Committee Meeting 
                               Jan. 17 – Women’s Guild at 1pm 
                               Jan. 22 -  Brotherhood at 7 pm 
                               Jan. 28 – Annual Meeting/Youth Lunch fundraiser 
 
Reminder:  2023 Annual Reports for Committees & 
Organizations are due!  Financial Reports are due January 5, 
2024. 
 
For those that ordered poinsettias or placed an ornament on the Memory 

Tree, they can be picked up starting after church today.   
Thanks from the Worship Committee. 

 

Community Men’s Bible Study 
Friday, January 5th at 6:00 am 

Crossroads Plaza 
 
 



 

 
Please pray for these . . .   
Love & Justice in God’s World 
 
Family and Friends of Harley McDaniel 
Family and Friends of Dolores Bestgen 
Family and Friends of Kenny Burlingame 
 
 

Confirmands: 
Kalyn Carlock, Aubrey Davis, Emma Kissick, Khloe Mortenson 
and Brooks Nichols 
 

All Those Who Need Our Prayers, including: 
   Becky Zuidervaart         Bill Schacht          Beth Rohrbach                                                    
   Jo Suggs     Judy Kilmer     

All Those Serving in the U.S. Military, including: 
  Martin Knipker (son of Kenny Knipker) 
  Dwight Bowlin (grandson of Jack & the late Carole Bowlin, Fort Campbell, 
KY) 
  Dakota Meyer (grandson of Billy Meyer, Ft. Carson, Colorado Springs, CO) 
  Madelynn Perry (granddaughter of Jan Anderson, army – Europe) 
  Dylan Ash (son of Lanny & Ellen Ash, stationed at Oak Harbor, WA) 
  Hayden Grant (grandson of Kathy Grant, Air Force, Okinawa, Japan) 
  Derek Meyer (grandson of Elaine & Eldred Proctor, Army, Monterey, CA) 
  Brett Street (grandson of Jenine Baker, Army, Ft. Elmendorf, AK) 
  Damion Street (grandson of Jenine Baker, Army, Munich, Germany) 
 

 
I wish to thank my church family for all the visits, care and concern over 
the past 6 months. The card I receive each month from the church makes 
me appreciate each of you.  Also thank you to Pastor Russ for his visits 
and calls.  it means so much to me.  Wishing you all a very Healthy 
Happy New Year! 
 

Jerry Coale 
 
 



 

 
God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
We Three Kings of Orient Are 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Shine, Jesus, Shine 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 


