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From the Pastor’s Desk ~

Postcards for Life
“All the brothers and sisters here send you greetings. Greet

one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting in
my own hand.” I Corinthians 16:20-21

We don’t send and receive postcards much anymore. We can take
real time pictures and videos and send them to our loved ones an-
ytime we want when we are on vacation. We can post them on
Facebook or we can do FaceTime so we can talk with our loved
ones as we are experiencing the moment ourselves. I remember
spending time at the hotel gift shop finding just the right postcard
that showed the picture of where we were so our loved ones
could share in the moment. We sent postcards to people that were
important to us and that cared about us to let them know we
missed them.

This summer we will be looking at the last chapter of each one of
Paul’s letters in the New Testament. Paul was quite the traveler.
He went to all kinds of places, not for rest and relaxation or to get
away from it all. Paul traveled to deliver the good news of Jesus
and strengthen the churches with the gospel message that God
sent his own son to die for us so we could have an eternal and ho-
ly relationship with the creator of the universe. Paul didn’t have e
-mail, texting, or Zoom to communicate instantaneously. He had
to write it all down on parchment and then send it by an individu-
al to each church to read. He was writing people that he loved
and sharing with them the eternal truths of the gospel so they
could live the lives of faith that God wanted them to live. I en-
courage you to start with Romans and read the last chapter of
each one of Paul’s letters this summer to see what truths God
wants you to hear. It is a great mini devotion for the summer.



This summer, many of us will head out on vacation to spend
time with our family and make special memories. I encourage
you to take God’s word with you and find new places of wor-
ship wherever your vacation takes you. Of course, you can
catch our services online and we encourage you to do so, but
when you worship in new places on vacation, you show your
family that worship 1s important. It will be a memory that will
make an impact on your family. We got to experience worship
on the beach in Florida, in Yellowstone National Park, with a
new church plant south of St. Louis, and a beautiful sanctuary
just north of Gulf Shores, Alabama on several of our vacations.
Ask God to lead you to a unique and special place of worship.
You’ll be amazed where he leads you.

My oldest daughter Carrie’s birthday is in June. I got to experi-
ence my first Father’s Day just a few days after she was born in
1992. We’ll celebrate Father’s Day with a special gift for all of
the fathers and a special place to take family pictures with all of
our dads and their families. Don’t miss church on June 20™ as
we celebrate Father’s Day as a congregation.

May God bless all of you with the power of His Holy Spirit as
we strive to show people the love of Christ in a world that
needs his grace and mercy so desperately.

Serving Christ Together,

Pastor Russ



California United Church of Christ
May 10, 2021 — Consistory Meeting Highlights

The California UCC Consistory met for its regular monthly meeting May
10, 2021. Pastor Cobb opened the meeting with prayer.

The minutes of the April 12, 2021 meeting, Treasurer’s Report, Financial
Secretary’s Report, Stewardship Snapshot and Local Benevolence Report
were reviewed and approved.

No new correspondence to review. Building use requests are back to
normal procedure and reviewed/approved by the office manager.

Reports and updates were given by committees and organizations.
Evangelism handed out Mother’s Day gifts and is looking forward to
Father’s Day. They also helped organize the New Member Luncheon and
New Member Sunday. Historical committee is looking for a location to
display the bust of Jesus donated by Jane English. Memorial - nothing to
report. Building and Grounds is asking for bids on the wall as the leak
seems to be dried up. They continue to work with Stewardship to secure
a budget and prioritize additional projects. Safe Church - nothing to
report. Worship - Reviewed most recent special services with mostly
positive feedback and have a schedule for upcoming meetings in coordi-
nation with special services. Stewardship - has not met.

Pastor Cobb reported on the activities he performed in April
2021: 4 Salem and 5 California worship services. 24 DVD deliveries.
26 days in the office. 4 Prayer Cells. 1 UCC Consistory Meeting. 5
recordings of Time of Hope. 12 Office visits. 4 Wed night meals. 1 New
Member Luncheon. 1 New Member Service (12 joined). 5 birthday card
signings with Kathy Grant (every Thursday). 1 Ministerial Alliance
meeting. 19 Home/Work/Nursing Visits. 4 High School Youth Group
Meetings. 1 Men’s Brotherhood meeting. 4 High School Baseball Games.
1 Track Meet. 1 Sunday School meeting. 2 Funerals. 1 Tidings Article. 1
Ministerial Request. 1 Baby Dedication Meeting. 1 Central UCC Cluster
Luncheon. 1 Anniversary Reception.



Old Business:
Rev Cobb’s Ordination Update-Looking at June 27™; More details forth-
coming as preparations are made.

Equipment purchases have been pursued and there are some shipping
issues. No update on Organ maintenance-still waiting on a quote for
services. Decision made to return worship bags for children and to ensure
a nursery attendant is available. The plan is to bring greeters back in
the fall and have further discussion on offering procedures later in the year.
Senior Recognition Sunday was discussed, and gifts were shared with the

group.

New Business:

A discussion regarding the challenges we have making purchases for large
orders in conjunction with normal church activity (i.e. Sunday School
Material and VBS); Alan Chambers made a movement to increase church
credit card limit from $3,000 to $10,000. Motion was seconded by Ronnie
Kissick. Passed.

Consistory members were sent a video link (https:/www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ai1XddVsQVFO0) from Carla Clennin after she attended the
conference meeting. Members reviewed and discussed the message given
by our conference leaders. Each member feels we need to review OCWM
offering; to be better informed as to where our church funds are actually
spent and ensure it follows the mission of our church. Each consistory
member will be reviewing and there will be additional discussion at the
next meeting.

Duties to be covered by consistory members on Sunday Mornings were
reviewed.

Communion Date : May 23" Pentecost
Respectfully Submitted

VanDee Miller
05/10/2021


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AiXddVsQVF0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AiXddVsQVF0

Children’s Time May / June Summer Music
06 Jo Ann Cantriel |May 30—Brenda Oesterly
@/ ne 13 Kendra Hall June 06—Brenyn Robertson

20 Pastor Russ Junel3—VanDee & Sophia Miller
27 Ginnie Medlin = | June 20—Emma Kissick

June 27—Sally Kirchhoff

Lay Readers
06 Susan Burger

13 Beth Dampf Acolytes
20 Judy Burger 06 Ella & Emily Burger
27 Elizabeth Ash 13 Meredith & Hazel Wolford

20 Adler Koestner & Rylan Robertson
27 Brenyn Robertson & Jess Medlin

Nursery Volunteers
06 Staci Nichols

13 Betty Cobb 7 W‘k @yow' _

20 Maggie Morris

27 Julie Medlin W! He—

%f/&@ Thank you very much for your help in getting me to
A college and providing this scholarship. I really appreci-

ate receiving the Edward Kaiser Scholarship. This will
help me with my first year expenses in college. I really
appreciate the support I have received from my church family.

God bless—
Love, Garrett Burger

Dear Church Family, I want to thank you for awarding me the
Edward Kaiser Scholarship. I will put the money to good use. I also
want to thank you for the love and support that everyone has shown
over the past 18 years.

God bless—
Ross Deeken




Special Benevolence— June

UCC Pilgrim Soup Kitchen

Our June stewardship offering is for Pilgrim Congregational
UCC Soup Kitchen. In 1982, this historic church in St. Louis sensed
the need to feed the hungry in its neighborhood. Since that time,
every Wednesday, between 70-90 men, women, and children have been
supplied with a nutritious lunch by the members and friends of Pilgrim
Church. Clothing is now available to be picked up during the
Wednesday meals. Our offering will be used to buy food that Pilgrim
volunteers will serve to the hungry in the name of Jesus Christ. An
envelope is attached for your gift. Please make checks payable to
“UCC of California” and put Soup Kitchen on the memo line.

Stewardship Snapshot

April 2021 April 2020

General Fund

Balance Brought Forward $ 79,366.95 $ 59,184.27

Receipts + 21,913.73 + 19,270.28

Disbursements - 25,325.87 - 23.334.63

Balance — April 30 $ 75,954.81 $ 55,119.92
As of April 30, 2021
Building Fund Balance $ 19,470.10 $ 13,497.02
Local Benevolence Fund Balance $ 12,818.23 $ 12,165.13
Memorial Fund Balance $ 10,577.20 $ 12,018.15
Schnuck Endowment Fund Balance $§ 22,330.69 $ 15,547.43
Scholarship Fund Balance $ 9,671.83 $ 7,436.28
Youth Fellowship $ 3,642.74 $ 4,007.84
Total OCWM Received $ 2,138.00 $ 1,472.18
Other Benevolent Offerings $ 8,661.77 $ 4,949.00




Women’s Guild — May 19, 2021

Pamela Hill, Vice President, called to order the May 19th meet-
ing of the Women’s Guild with 13 women present.

Carole Barbour led our Bible Study on miracles of Jesus. Before
studying our first miracle we reviewed the disease leprosy—incurable
by man, very painful ulcerations with a foul discharge, weakening
illness, resulting in death. First miracle studied was Jesus healing the
man with leprosy as noted Mark 1:40-45, where the man approached
Jesus 1n or near a rural (non-walled) city and asked Jesus if you are
willing you can make me clean. Jesus reached out his hand and
touched him saying, “I am willing. Be clean!” Immediately the
leprosy left the man and he was cured. The second miracle studied
was the healing of the Gentile Centurion’s Paralyzed Servant as noted
in Matthew 8:5-13. The Centurion had faith that if Jesus would only
speak a word his servant would be healed. Jesus was amazed with
the man’s faith and said, “Go, let it be done for you as you have
believed.” And his servant was healed at that hour. In closing, the
group discussed what makes an occurrence a “miracle”. At the June
meeting we will be reviewing: 1) healing of paralytic man lowered
from roof, 2) healing of man’s withered hand on the Sabbath,
3) raising of widow’s son from the dead in Nain, and 4) calming of a
storm on the sea.

Pamela Hill shared two Thoughts for the Day: First sharing a
poem noting that God is always with us and a poem by Pat Boone
noting his love (and our love) is with conditions and that only God
gives love unconditionally. Mrs. Hill also reminded the group that
our Benevolent offering for May would go to Rape and Abuse Crisis
Center. And that the church’s benevolent offering was Strengthen the
Church and the Sunday School benevolent giving was the Healing
House. Our offering was taken.



Pamela Hill called to order the business meeting and the following
actions were made: approval of minutes from April meeting, approval
of financial report, reminder that Committee #1 serves the next
Celebration of Life meal, collected over 2,000 Best Choice labels to
date, and signed 24 cards for members not able to attend worship.
Mrs. Hill noted that no request from the Consistory had been received
regarding the Guild and the 3MT effort. It was noted that Linda
Schnieders had requested the assistance of Ron Kissick regarding the
stability of the recently purchased cart for the new can opener. It was
also noted that some of the kits listed in the Festival of Sharing
brochure were missing items, but did not involve the kits the Guild
regularly assembled. No new correspondence had been received since
last meeting. During the sharing of Concerns and Joys, Carla Clennin
mentioned that while participating in the Western Association Council
Zoom Meeting she had the joy of meeting our Transitional Conference
Minister, Rev. Mary Nelson. May birthdays were recognized. Having
no further business, meeting was adjoined by Carole Barbour leading us
in prayer.

Pamela Hill thanked our hostesses, Mary Lee Brizendine and Katie
Schlup for the delicious refreshments.

Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Rohrbach

SENTENCE SERMONS

Stop Me Lord
Lord, fill my mouth with worthwhile stuff,
And stop me when I've said enough.

The Power of a Whisper
If you can’t get people to listen any other way,
tell them it’s confidential.

(from Church Bulletin Bits, Vol.#2)



May 2021 Sunday School Teachers & Officers

Lanny Ash called meeting to order at 7:02 PM those present were Judy
Burger, Courtney Cassil, Carla Clennin, Beth Chambers, and Ronda
Mortenson. Lanny opened the meeting with a prayer.

Judy made a motion to accept the April meeting minutes as presented. Ron-
da seconded. Motion carried. Judy made a motion to accept the April treas-
urer’s report with an exploration of exploring the cost of RightNow Media
and Upper Room expenses. Beth seconded the motion. Motion carried.

May local benevolence offering will be Healing House.

Old Business:

Reminder that % the early registration will be paid by Sunday School. If
you register your child online just get Cinda a receipt of payment and she
will reimburse payment.

B Judy Burger and JoAnn Cantriel have set August 9-13 from
nE | 6:30-8:30 pm for Vacation Bible School.
& Reminder dates: Rally Day - August 29;
Fall Party — October 10, location TBD

Ff'd " New Business:

Ronda Mortenson gave a demonstration of Veggie Tales Mat-
inee (Noah’s Ark) Saturday, May 22" from 9:00 to 11:00 am UCC Friend-
ship Hall (Gym) young children may bring a blankie and pillow.

Sunday School Teachers and Officers approved Laura for purchasing mate-
rials for the upcoming The Story. Laura did find materials on sales at Faith
Gateway store.

Carla will work on securing Christmas Eve directors for the upcoming year.

Ronda stated that she is planning on purchasing a cabinet to store crafts and
Sunday School materials for her classroom. This was approved during
2020.

Lanny announcement that Julie Medlin will be stepping down as Pre-K/
Kindergarten teacher. Julie has been teaching more than 25 years. She will
be missed, and we wish her well.



Old Business:

Courtney will be giving a sample of the Children/Youth program survey to
some parents to look over to make sure everything is captured or what
might be missing.

We also discussed adding packets for the children to have in church back.
Carla worked with Renee’ and these will be available for Sunday, May 8.

Adjourned at 8:06 pm,
Next meeting will be June 1, 2021 at 7 PM
Respectfully submitted, Carla Clennin

Sunday School is in the Ministry
of Transforming Lives

From Church Bulletin Bits ~
A Definition of Love
Love is:
Writing a letter of appreciation to someone.
laking flowers, food, or other needed
items to shut-ins or the sick.
Expressing sympathy to those in sorrow.
Making the way easier for Christians
who are trying to live right.
Offering to bring someone to
Sunday school and church.

In short, love is Christian care and compassion in action.




United Church of Christ
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THE STORY

Coming This Summer

Experience It for the First Time
Experience It Again

June 6" through August 22"
9:30 a.m. to 10:20 a.m.
California United Church of Christ

Please join us as we begin our adventure into
The Greatest Story Ever Told —
God’s Story.

Sunday School is in the Ministry
of Transforming Lives



“The Story”

“The Story sweeps you into the unfolding progression
of Bible characters and events from Genesis to
Revelation. Using the clear, accessible text of the NIV
Bible, it allows the stories, poems, and teachings of the
Bible to read like a novel. And like any good story,
The Story 1s filled with intrigue, drama, conflict,

romance, and redemption — and this story’s true!
laken from the Back Cover of the Adult version of The Story.

“It does not use all the scripture from the Bible, but it
includes the major stories of scripture. The Story was
written to give you an understanding of how ALL of
scripture fits together to give us the “Big Story”. The
Story curriculum was designed for all ages because the
materials allow each age group to experience and study

the same Bible story in an age-appropriate way.”
TheStory.com

Middle School through Adults will view a video that 1s
followed by discussion. The younger classes have
awesome posters, beautiful books and activities that are
used during the story time.

Join us to experience together — God’s Story....

the Greatest Story Ever Told. @



UCC Brotherhood Minutes — May 24, 2021

Refreshments — The UCC Brotherhood began its meeting at 7:00 p.m.
enjoying a light supper and delicious desserts provided by Steven
Burger.

Devotion — Pastor Cobb led the group in prayer, followed by singing of
an inspirational hymn. Abe Rohrbach then shared a brief devotion
about dealing with life’s challenges and obstacles. He used the story of
Abe Lincoln’s life as an example of how persistence, patience and faith
in God can help one cope with difficulties and failures as we go
through life here on Earth.

Business Meeting — Abe called the meeting to order with approximate-
ly fifteen members and guests present. The minutes of the April meet-
ing were read and approved. Under old business, Steven Burger noted
that he would have the devotion at the regular July meeting instead of
June as originally planned. A motion was approved for the Brother-
hood to make a $500 donation to the Show-Me Christian Youth Home
in La Monte, MO. Under new business, the Brotherhood has been
asked to provide special music for the July 4 church service. The
group agreed to do so and will practice at the June meeting. Dale
Ratcliff shared that the program for our June meeting will be an Amish
gentleman sharing the story of the Amish people and their history.
Meeting was adjourned.

Program — Larry introduced Sarah Walsh, State Representative and
Majority Caucus Chairman in the Missouri Legislature to discuss high-
lights of the recent legislative session. Representative Walsh men-
tioned several of her priorities that were successful from the session,
including additional funding for the Northern Boone County Disaster
Relief Team, funding for the new Renken Technical School being built
in Southern Boone County, a bill outlawing the use of laser pointers
against law enforcement personnel, a bill allowing forensic examiners
and crime scene examiners to use flashing lights to assist in reaching
crime scenes 1n a timely manner, as well as a resolution encouraging
our federal legislators to keep the Supreme Court at its current size of
nine justices.



Brotherhood Report—continued

She then discussed several of the broader issues that were debated during
the legislature this session including the gas tax increase, taxes on on-line
purchasing, the prescription monitoring program, the 2" amendment
preservation act, and the use of covid vaccine passports for travel, etc.

Respectfully,
Norman Rohrbach, Secretary

ANNUNCIATION CATHOLIC CHURCH
ANNUAL PICNIC

June 6, 2021—California, MO

Family Style Dinner 11 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Adults $12 / Kids 5-12 $6 / Under 5 FREE
In the Parish Hall
(pick up carry-out dinners behind the church)
Country Store / Bingo / Kids Games

IN CONCERT
The

REDEEMED TRIO
Saturday, June 12th—6:30 p.m.
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

107 N. Oak, California, MO




WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY?

On April 25th, we welcomed several people into the
membership of the United Church of Christ of California.

Eric & Holly Bieri
Carmen Brown
Carmen Ferris

Amy Howard
Dean Kiesling
Tara Meisenheimer
Gary & Maggie Morris

Larry Schoeneberg
Mollie Wolford

Nora Yelton

= L



THE LAKE AREA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA

COMES TO RUSSELLVILLE
The Lake Area Community Orchestra will present a Summer Concert
at St. Michael Catholic Church on Tuesday, June 1.
The performance will begin at 7 pm.

Admission is FREE. Come and enjoy a variety of marches and various
other music played by this orchestra assembled from various cor-
ners of the lake area and beyond, including Russellville, Enon, Jef-

ferson City, and Holt's Summit.

The Orchestra is under the direction of Andrew Drennan.

Remaining Summer Concert Schedule
June 1 St. Michael Catholic Church, Russellville
June 8 Ha Ha Tonka State Park, Route D, Camdenton
(bring chairs)

June 15 Eldon Air Park, Eldon (bring chairs)
(First Baptist Ch, Rain Location)

June 22 West Lake Christian Church, Route O, Laurie

July 13 Hope Lutheran (in Senior Center), Osage Beach

July 20 First Christian Church, East Capitol Ave,

Jefferson City
July 27 Royal Theatre, Versailles
August 3 Lake Ozark Christian Church, Bus. 54, Lake Ozark

Directory Update

Miss Carol Wolfrum
605 Parkview Drive
California, MO 65018

Mr. & Mrs. Lanny Ash
747 Windmill Ridge Drive
California, MO 65018




rightnow MEDIA

To get access to Right Now Media for you and your family
use the link or text to the number listed below.

Custom Registration Link - https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/

Read the Bible on your phone.
Youlersion Bible app. You can
download this app for free at
the app store

There is an Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meeting at the
Annunciation Catholic Church, 414 Patrick St., on Mondays at 8
p.m. Contact number: 660-621-2271.

Do you need help with Medicare / Medicaid forms?

Darrell Hendrickson works with the State Health Insurance Assistance
Program CLAIM. He can be reached at 573-690-4987. You can also call
800-390-3330 Darrell would also be willing to help with any other
questions about government assistance.

Giving made Easy
Online giving is available!

Follow the E-Giving link on our website:
calmo-ucc.org to give today or set recurring gifts

Note: Sunday School offering can
now be done
through EasyTithe.




ﬂ Notes & News T

A Time of Hope
8:15 a.m. Sunday
KRLL Radio ~1420 AM
Please continue to
save the Best Choice MONITEAU CHRISTIAN
label bar codes for MINISTRIES CENTER
the SHAREFEST Please save your extra plastic shopping
Gathering bags to use at the MCMC Food Bank.
Drop your bags off at the church. Thanks!

To Watch the California UCC Worship Services Online:

Go to http://www.calmo-ucc.org.
Scroll down and click on the
“Online Services” link. (The bulletin is also available)
Or: Go to youtube.com & search
California United Church of Christ.

For your viewing and listening opportunities of the weekly
worship services, there are two ways of being part of the weekly
services. You may request a cd or dvd from the church office. Please
let Renée know if you are interested in obtaining one of these versions
of the worship service. (796-4885)
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£ USED TONER/INK CARTRIDGES o

. : '8!
® Please save all of your used toner and ink cartridges! &
Yal . . h )
& The church office collects used toner and ink cartridges %
E’i in order to get a $2 in-store credit per cartridge at E:i
& Staples toward purchases of office supplies. Please turn @
'8! in your cartridges to the church office. Thanks! '8!
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Siune DBirthdays

0] Kristen Everett

02 Beth Dampf

02 Walter Wingate

04 Leroy Schnieders 19 Robert Lynch

05 Milo Milligan 20 Amy Ramsdell
05 Eric Scrivner 22 Carson Bell

07 Mike Hickman 22 Shyla Cornwell
08 Kayla Baker 22 Billy Hess

10 Jim Deeken 24 Becky Schneider
10 Marjorie Manning 26 Khloe Mortenson
11 Keith Gillilan 27 Courtney Cassil
11 Cody Schneider 27 Kathy Roll

11 Lavonne Merriott 0, 27 Robert Schlup

12 Chelsea Smith # 28 Breanna Pruitt

13 Tammy Meisenheimer 29 Kaleb Borghardt
14 Cathy Hickman 29 Brandon Hickman
15 Grant Burger 29 Max Robertson
15 Alex Meisenheimer 30 Stacy Friedrich
15 Cheryl Schoeneberg 30 Dennis Keeran

15 Carol Wolfrum

16 Brooks Volkart

Happy birthday! So far
this 1s the oldest you’ve
ever been!




Siune DBeptisms

Kaitlyn Adams—June 16, 2002
Isaac Ash—June 10, 2001
Connie Bestgen—June 1, 1969
Jay Bestgen—June, 1969

Kathy Bueker—June 11,1967
Adam Burger—June 13, 1993
Johnny Cassil—1975

Bridget Clifford—1June 23, 1990
Jessica Connelly—June 18, 2000
Beth Dampf—IJune 23, 1973
Kristen Everett—June 9, 1980
Matthew Gerhart—June 11, 1989
Sydney Gratz—June 30, 1996
Brett Hall—June 7, 1981

Hunter Hall-—June 19, 2011
Jaelea Hall—June 19, 2011
Courtney Hees—1981

Ayden Howard—June 24, 2007
Tammy Kilmer—June, 1977
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Kenny Knipker—June 14, 1953
Allee Koestner—June 18, 2000
Jacob Kueffer—June 18, 2000
Hayden Kueffer—June 18, 2000
Camden Lawson—1June 23, 2013
Lauren Lawson—1June 15, 1986
Lennon Lawson—June 3, 2018
Ada Milligan—June 10, 2018
Elaine Proctor—June 15, 1941
Regina Pruitt—June 14, 1959
Rachelle Thompson—IJune 14, 1959
Derek Schoeneberg—IJune 18, 2000
Laura Schoeneberg—June 18, 2000
Verna Wolfrum—1June 10, 1955

Through the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
we have been received into the
family of Jesus Christ through
the sacrament of Baptism.
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